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ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT
OP THE

DIRECTORS OF CONVICT PRISONS

IN IRELAND,

UNDER 17 & IS VIC., CAP. 76.

TO THE EIGHT HON. SIR ROBERT PEEL, BART., M.P.,

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR IRELAND.

Government Prisons’ Office, Dublin Castle,

March, 1865.

Sir,

In accordance witli the provisions of the Act 17 & IS Vic.,

cap. 76, we beg to submit the Annual Report on the state of the

Convict Prisons in Ireland for 1864.

Accommodation .

The accommodation for convicts in the Government Prisons on

the 1st January, 1865, may be estimated as amounting to *2,350.

Government Prisons.

Number in custody on 1 st January, 1 865,

Accommodation on 1st January, 1865,

County and City Gaols.

Number in custody on 1st January, 1865,

Gross Total of Convicts in Ireland, 1,784,

Males. Females. Total.

. 1,272 504 1,776

. *1,800 550 *2,350

3.

Males. Females. Total.

6 2 8

Number of Convicts Sentenced to Penal Servitude during
the Year 1864.

Males. Females.

3 years, 65 36

4 „ 40 17

6 » 60 57

6 „ 13 6

7 „ 35 31

8 » 7 -

9 » 2 -

10 „ 10 4

12 „ 1 -

14 » 3 1

20 „ 1 -

25 „ 1 —

Life, . 6 2

Gross Total sentenced in 1864, . 253 154

Total.

101

67
117
19
66
7
2

23

4
1

1

8

t407

* Not including the closed prison at Philipstovm, which, has accommodation for

750 males
;
but including Fort Carlisle, where additional accommodation is pro-

vided for 200 males,

t Four of these are military convicts.
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6 Eleventh Annual Report of the Directors

Disposal of Convicts.

Discharged unconditionally, on completion of sentence, &c., . . 91

Released on Orders of Licence, 300

Total, 391

Subjoined is a table similar to tbe one given in previous

Annual Reports, showing tbe number of Convicts respectively

“ In Custody,” &c., “ Convicted,” and “ Discharged,” since tbe

year 1854, inclusive :

—

Government Prisons, Year. Convicted.
Discharged.

January 1st.

.*3933 1854 710 658

3427 1855 518 820

3209 1856 389 1107

2614 1857 426 910

2277 1858 358 946

1773 1859 322 595

1631 I860 331 524

1492 1861 368 561

1314 1862 592 317

1575 1863 511 326

1768 1864 f407 391

1776 1865

As anticipated in last year’s Annual Report, tbe number of

convicts in tbe prisons has not decreased, although there has con-

tinued to be a very marked decrease in the number of convictions

during tbe year—a diminution amounting to over 30 per cent,

below tbe number of convictions in the year 1862; thus further

establishing the fact asserted in the two following years’ Reports,

that the circumstances which caused the increased number of con-

victions in that year ought to be considered as entirely exceptional

So long as the number of discharges continues to be less than

that of the convictions, a diminution of the numbers in confine-

ment cannot, of course, be expected, and to this position of things

tbe working of tbe new Penal Servitude Act, which prescribes

five years as the lowest sentence of penal servitude that can be

awarded, must necessarily contribute.'
> .

The power of awarding sentences of three and four years penal

servitude terminated after the first six montbB of 1864, when the

new Penal Servitude Act came into force; and some idea ot its

operation respecting the shorter sentences may be formed from

the fact that while in 1863, out of a total of 353 sentences of three,

four, and five years’ penal servitude, only 92, or 26 per cent., were

five years’ sentences; in the year 1864, out of a total oi.it

sentences of three, four, and five years’ penal servitude, ther

were 1 17 of five years, Or 42 per cent. Whether m the prese

year, when the two shorter sentences have entirely disappeareo,

* In addition to this number there were 845 convicts unto aetrnto

county prisons, and several hundred in Bermuda and Gibraltar, who were

quently discharged in Ireland,

f Four of these are military convicts.
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of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 7

the proportion of the fire years’ sentences will hear to the whole

number of sentences awarded, the same proportion as was

before borne thereto by the three, four, and five years’ sentences

taken together, will be an interesting point to observe.

There has been very little in the year now to be reported on,

apart from the change in the Penal Servitude Act, that seems to .

call for special observation.

All the regulations with respect to the treatment and to the

progress of the convicts through the course of separate confine-

ment, the classification of the ordinary prisons, and thence to dis-

charge on licence through the intermediate prisons, and the control

of supervision till the termination of their sentences, have con-

tinuedtooperatesatisfactorily. Theproportionofthenumberofcon-

victs passing through the intermediate prisons, usuallyfrom 70 to 75

per cent, of the whole, has continued to be maintained—a result

which must be considered as satisfactory when it is known that

no re-convicted prisoner who has been discharged from an inter-

mediate prison is again admitted to its advantages, and also that

prisoners convicted of the more grave description of crimes are

specially excluded.*

The practice of bringing immediately to the notice of the

Directors every case of a suspected discharged convict in the

county or borough gaols, with a view to full identification, and

to the notification to the Judge at his trial (if so identified)

of his previous convictions, has become so complete that it seems

scarcely possible for a discharged convict to escape recognition on

re-committal. The recognition of habitual criminals has become

tbe more important from the clause in the last Penal Servitude

Act, which requires that every second conviction of felony punish-

able by penal servitude should be dealt with by a sentence of not

less than seven years. If this result of a second conviction were

invariable, the effect would be more deterrent with habitual

offenders ; but as in some cases an option appears to exist of

awarding for certain offences of felony either imprisonment or

penal servitude, it may still happen that a sentence for an offence

of felony proved to be a repetition, may be far lighter than that

pronounced on the former conviction ;
and habitual criminals are

not slow in discovering and looking forward to such chances of

escaping the higher penalty for an offence. There can be no

doubt, however, that the criminal class is aware, in a wholesome

degree, of the increased severity of the last Penal Servitude Act.

Its bearing in that respect has been carefully impressed upon all

the convicts discharged since its operation, and, no doubt, helps

to strengthen resolutions, that may be formed in tbeir minds irom

other motives not to subject themselves to its heavier penalties.

The provisions of the new Act have not required any material

change in the system previously in force in this country for deal-

ing with convicts, while they have strengthened the hands ot the

authorities by their stringency on points such as the registration

* Female convicts, who have been previously in the Kefuges under a former

sentence, are similarly excluded from returning to them*
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8 Eleventh Annual Report of the Directors

and supervision of convicts on licence, which required for their

full efficiency to be made thus general and imperative. The
clause which requires that on the revocation of a licence for any
criminal offence, the prisoner shall undergo an additional period
of penal servitude equal to the time for which he was at large on
licence, will doubtless have a very beneficial effect on the conduct
of the licence-holders till the last moment of then- sentences.

The general conduct of the convicts has been satisfactory, and
free from any attempt at combination against discipline or other-

wise. The operation of a prison system worked by marks and
badges and classification, leading without uncertainty to stated

advantages, according to the prisoner’s observance of what is

required of him, is found to be a great safeguard against com-
bination—the prisoners feeling individually that each has a strong

reason to give, intelligible even to the evil-disposed who may
attempt to mislead him, for not risking, by joining in evil acts

or designs, the loss of the progress that he may already have

made towards the full attainment of the reward held out to

good conduct and industry. Happily those actuated by insubor-

dinate dispositions are not found to form a prominent proportion

of the convicts in the prisons. With respect to such prisoners

it was remarked, in last year’s Annual Report, that “ Strong mea-

sures are occasionally necessary to repress individuals of this

class, and to deter, by example, others of them from acts of gross

misconduct ; and for these objects it was considered necessary,

early in the year, to have recourse to corporal punishment in two
cases of premeditated assaults by individual prisoners. These

are the only instances in which this description of punishment

lias been resorted to for years in the Irish Convict Prisons, the

Penal Class, in which prisoners of proved evil dispositions and

conduct have been kept separated under more stringent discipline

from the rest of the prisoners, having been found in general

sufficiently repressive. In the above exceptional cases there was

reason to believe that the continued disuse of corporal punish-

ment was calculated upon by the offenders, and an example

became therefore more necessary.” In the latter part of the past

year the Directors considered it proper, for the same reasons, to

order the infliction of corporal punishment on one of the convicts

who had been guilty of an outrageous and unprovoked assault

upon a fellow-prisoner and the officers who attempted to secure

him, which has been the only occasion for a repetition of this

mode of punishment.
The instances in which revocation of licence became necessary

during the year were not numerous. Of a total number of nine-

teen licences of male convicts revoked, eight cases were in conse-

quence of criminal offences ; the remaining instances being caused

by breaches of the conditions of the licence.

Careful supervision of the convicts on licence in the city and

county of Dublin has been zealously and effectively carried on, as

in previous years, by Mr. Organ, whose fortnightly reports to the

Directors afford a complete history of each case, both as regards

conduct and means of obtaining a livelihood. The Directors
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9oj Convict Prisons in Inland.

have again to observe, as in last year's Report, with respect to

many years’ experience of the registration and supervision of dis-

charged convicts in the country districts by the constabulary,

that no instance has come to their knowledge of any cause of

complaint on the part of the persons subjected to such control,

against the constables who had to carry it on.

The discharge on licence of tire female convicts eligible for that

advantage into the Refuges at Golden-bridge and Heytesbury-

street, continues to be of the greatest benefit to the Convict

Service and to the women themselves. The period in their

sentences when this advantage can be gained is anxiously looked

forward to by the female convicts in the prison, the only exception

being in the cases of tjiose of idle disposition, to whom the degree

of industry enforced in these excellent establishments is of course

distasteful. It cannot be denied that it is owing to the good .influ-

ence of these establishments, following the habits of submission to

order and discipline enforced in a prison, and to the means which

they afford of providing for the employment of the women when

they attain their freedom, that very many more cases of re-convic-

tions are not to be found in the Female Convict Prison. The

Refuges themselves, under their able managers, are models of good

order and cheerful industry.

The usual observations on matters referring to each particular

prison will he found appended hereto, with the usual Reports of

the Governors and other superior officers.*

I. S. Whitty, )

R. J. Murray, $

Directors.

Page

* Mountjoy Male Prison • 1 • • to

Mountjoy Female
Spike Island, „ • • •

.
• • ~

Southfield and Lost Intermediate Prisons, . 50
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10 Eleventh Annual Report of the Directors

MOUNTJOT MALE CONVICT PRISON.Mountjoy
Male

Convict
Prison.

Directors'

Report.

The conduct of the officers has been generally satisfactory
during the year.

The prisoners, both in separate confinement and in the associated
trades’ class, have in general conducted themselves satisfactorily

;

and the Governor reports that out of a total number of 347 re-

moved from the stage of separate confinement (with which each
sentence is commenced), to association on public worts or in the
trades’ classes, the good conduct of 294 has qualified them for the
authorized reward of the remission of one month of the period of
separate confinement.

The religious and moral condition of the convicts, and their

general attention to school instruction are favoiuably reported on
by the several Chaplains and by the Head Schoolmaster.
The convicts employed in their cells, or working at their trades

in association, have been industrious at their several employments.
The latter class of prisoners (numbering about seventy on an
average) is comprised of such tradesmen as would have been sent

for manufacturing purposes to Philipstown Prison before the
closing of that establishment, and who are here employed in a
distinct part of the prison, as stated in previous reports, in making
articles of clothing, &c., chiefly for use in the prisons. There has
been no change in the mode of employment of the prisoners placed
for the first nine months after reception in separate confinement,

and which consists of oakum-picking for the first three months,
and for the remainder of the time of such work as boot-closing or

repairing clothing.

The produce of the convicts’ labour is stated in the Governor's
annexed Report.

The health of the prisoners is not so favourably reported on by
the Medical Officer as in previous years, but there does not appear
to have been any cause specially calling for observation. Ten
deaths have taken place

; and it has been considered necessary for

reasons connected with the mental or bodily state of the prisoners

concerned, to exempt twenty-two from the ordinary course of

separate confinement. In all such cases the prisoners have been
removed to association at Spike Island as soon as practicable after

the Medical Officer’s recommendation has been received. The
details of these cases are included in his annexed report.

The dietary of the convicts in this prison continues to be the

same as in previous years, and includes no meat for the first four

months after reception.

The buildings have been maintained in good order and condition

throughout the year under the care of the Commissioners of Public

Works, and no alterations have been found necessary.
The expenses of the prison have been only of the ordinary

necessary class, and fare given under the usual several heads in

the Appendix to the Governor’s annexed Report.

I. S. Whitty,
P. J. MtitRAY,

Directors.
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of Convict Prisons in Ireland . 11

GOVERNORS REPORT.

Mountjoy Government Prison,

January, 1865.

Gentlemen,—I have the honour to submit my Annual Report, and
statistical details of this prison for the year 1864.

Since last report nothing has occurred -which requires particular
comment, as the discipline and treatment of the convicts under the
system adopted in the preceding years has continued to operate success-
fully.

With respect to the prisoners in separation, or those received on
recent conviction from the county and city gaols, the usual attention
has been paid in this first and very important stage of prison discipline.

They were employed in picking oakum in their separate cells for the
first three months, and afterwards occupied, also in their cells, at such
work as boot-closing and repairing clothes, &c. The advantages to be
acquired, in their subsequent classification, by good conduct and strict

observance of the prison rules, have been carefully explained ; and out
of 347 prisoners removed to association, 994 of these passed only eight
instead of nine months, owing to their satisfactory conduct during their

probationary term.

Withregard to the convicts in association, averaging about seventy in
number, who form a distinct class from the inmates in ordinary

separation, they have been employed in the workshops, usually eight

hours daily, at their respective occupations of shoemaking and tailoring.

Several of these men are skilful at their trade, and have performed a
considerable amount of well-executed work, the details of which are

given in the appended list.

In proportion to the average daily number in custody, the punish-

ments for breaches of prison rule have been few, and offences of a grave

or aggravated nature comparatively rare. No attempt at escape has
been made during the year.

To the religious and secular instruction of the prisoners, and tlieir

sanitary condition, the usual attention has been given by the principal

officers of each department. The conduct of the subordinate officers

in general has been satisfactory.

The prison building and fittings pertaining thereto have been kept

in good repair by the Board of Public Works. No alterations and
none but ordinary repairs have been necessary. I am not aware of the

existence of any abuses, and I certify that the rules laid down for the

government of the prison have been complied with during the past

year except in such cases as have been reported to or brought under

the notice of a Director, or the visiting Inspector.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,

Your most obedient servant,

R. D. Spread, Governor.

To the Directors of Government Prisons,

&e., &c., &c.

Motjntjoy
Male

Convict
Prison.

Governor’s
Report.
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12 Eleventh Annual Report of the Directors

MOUNTJOY
Male

Convict
Prison.

Governor's

Report.

Classified Statement of tlie Number of Offences committed by the Prisoners

during the year ended 31st December, 1864.

Offonoe. No.

Communicating and other minor
offences, - 121

Disobedience and insolence, - - 10

Disorderly conduct, - - 32
Assaults on convicts, 7

Insolence, - 10
Insubordination, 1

Wilfully damaging prison property, 8

0franco. No.

Idleness, G
Gross Insubordination, 4
Disobedience of orders, - - - 23
Threatening language, 5
Malingering, 1

Total, - - - - 228

Classification of Crimes for which those Prisoners have been sentenced who
were received during the year ended 31st December, 1864.

Crimes. No.

Arson, ------ 9

Abduction, ----- 2
Assaulting dwelling, 2
Assault to do bodily barm, - - 5

,, and robbery, 5
Bigamy, - - - - 3
Breaking and entering dwelling, - 5

Burglary, ----- 20

„ and felony, - - - 3

,, and robbery, - - - 11

Conspiracy to cheat at cards, - 4
Cattle stealing, - - - - 1

2

Coining, - - - 1

Cutting and wounding, - - - 1

Embezzlement, 1

Felony, - - - - ' - - 8

Felony after previous conviction, - 1

Felonious assault, - - - - 2
Forgery, - 2
Housebreaking and robbery, - - 6
Housebreaking, - - - - 7

„ and stealing therein, 1

Horse stealing, - - - - 1

Highway robbery, _ - - 4
Larceny, - - - - - 42

Crimea. No.

Larceny from the person, - - 18

,, and previous conviction, 20

,, and felony, 9

Malicious assault, 6

Manslaughter, - - - - 6

Murder, - - _ 3

Military offences, 6

Obtaining money under false pre-

tences, ----- 2

Picking pockets, - - - - 4

Pig stealing, - - - - I

Rape, ------ 9

Robbery, ----- 4

Receiving stolen goods, » - 10

Sheep stealing, - - - - 13

Subsequent felony, 2

Stealing money in dwelling-house, 2

Sacrilege, - - - - 3

Shooting at with intent to murder, 2

Stealing bank cheques, - - 1

„ wearing apparel, - - 3

Writing threatening letters, - 3

Whiteboyism, - - - - 2

Total, - - - 287

Number of Prisoners admitted in association during the year ended

31st December, 1864, and instructed in trades.

Trades.
_

No.

Tailors, from separation at Mountjoy
Prison, - - -7

Shoemakers, from separation at

Mouutjoy Prison, - 7

Shoemaker, from Spike IslandPrison, 1

Garden labourer, from Mountjoy
Prison, ----- l

Smith, ------ l

Remaining on 3 1st December, 1863, 86

Total, - 103

Trades. No.

Removed Tailors, - - - -15
,, Shoemakers, - - - 12

„ Carpenter, - - - l

,, Smith, - - - - 1

,, Garden labourer, - - 1
,, cruruen lauuurttr, -

Remaining on 3lst December, 1864, 73

J

Total, - - - 103

[Return.
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of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 13

Return of Worn performed ia the Tailors’ and Shoemakers' Department
during the year ended 31st December, 1864.

Men's Bluclier boots made, pai

,, shoes made, - -
,

Women’s shoes made, -

Children’s shoes -

Officers’ slippers, men’s, made,

„ women’s, ,,

Frieze slippers made, -

Canvas slippers made,
Uniform belts made, -

Specialwork—Men’sboots made,

„ Women’s boots made,

,, Boys’ boots ,,

Men’s Blucher boots repaired,

,, shoes „
Women’s shoes „
Officers’ slippers „
Uniform top coats made,

„ frock „ ,,

„ trousers „
„ caps ,,

„ tweed coats made, -

» „ vests „
„ ,, trousers made,

„ boat jackets ,,

„ „ shirts ,,

„ cap covers ,,

Monkey jackets made,

No.

121

,166

660
30
34
27
124

24
100
91
202
20
83
41
799
99
119
121

173
181

171

17

18
19

6

48
16

118

Tweed trousers made,
Barragon vests „ -

Tweed caps „
Frieze jackets ,,

,, vests „
,, trousers ,,

,, caps ,,

,, braces, pairs made, -

Flannel drawers „
,, vests ,,

Corduroy trousers ,,

Calico coats „
,, overalls „
„ badges ,,

Vests sleeved, -

Jackets faced, -

„ badged, -

Uniform top coats repaired, -

„ frock coats ,,

,, trousers ,,

, , caps , ,
-

Frieze jackets ,,

,, vests ,,

,, caps ,,

Flannels ,,

Shirts ,,

Sheets „
Frieze trousers ,,

No.
- 86
- 106
- 66
- 1,404

-1,148
-1,498
-1,412
- 1,966
- 928
- 220
- 21
- 20
- 22
- 672
- 23
- 72
- Ill
- 25
- 69
- 74
- 17
- 476
- 288
- 20
- 218
- 378
- 91
- 858

Mountjoy
Male

Convict
Prison.

Governor's
Report.

Statement of the Expenditure for the year ended 31st December, 1864.

HEADS OF SERVICE.

Salaries, ------
Rations to officers, -

Uniforms for officers, -

Victualling prisoners, -

Clothing prisoners, -

Bedding prisoners, -
>

- -

Medicines and surgical instruments.

Medical comforts (extras for the sick),.

liberation, ------
Gratuities to prisoners, -

Furniture and fittings, -

Kitchen utensils, cutlery, &c.,

Fuel and light, -

Washing and repairs of linen, -

Soap, scouring and cleaning articles,

Brushes, hrooms, and mops, -

Funeral expenses, inquests, &c.,

Contingencies (various small disbursements),

Kents, rates and taxes, - - -

Total, -

£ s. d.

- 3,663 4 8
34 17 2

- 379 16 6
- 2,232 10 6
- 903 14 8

5 5 0
80 15 7

63 0 0
i on

20 4 9

- 26 4 10

15 12 4
12 0 7

- 663 6 7

98 17 8
68 15 2
22 7 I

5 0 0

,

- 159 7 11

. - 40 0 0

£8,495 2 0

Statement of the Number of Convicts committed and disposed of, from

1st January to 31st December, 1864.

Received from

—

County and City Gaols, - - 259

Convict Depots. - _
- - 14

Head Police Office (ticket of

licence revoked), - - - 10

Military Prisoners, » , - 8

Total, - - - 28T

Removed to—
Convict Depfits, - - - 374

Died,
Discharged, - - - * 13

Remaining in custody on the 31st

pqcenibe?, 1864, * - * 2Q3
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14 Eleventh Annual Report of the Directors

Mountjoy Table showing the reported Pre vious Imprisonment of the Prisoners received
Male

Convict
Prison.

Governor's
Report.

during the year ended 31st December, 1864.

Eight times, -

Nine -

Ten „
Ten and under fifteen times,

Eifteen times and over, -

Antecedents not known.

Total,

before, - _ _ _ 90
Once, - - _ . - 55
Twice, - _ _ . 34
Three times, - - _ - 26
Four „ _ _ _ _ 17
Five „

_ _ _ 13
Six ,,

- _ _ . 5
Seven „ - - - _ 2

- 12
- 15

Ages of Prisoners on Conviction, received during the year ended
31st December, 1864.

Under fifteen years of age, -
Fifteen, and under twenty, - - 39
Twenty, and under twenty-five, - 83
Twenty-five, and under thirty, - 62
Thirty, and under forty, - - 63

Forty, and under fifty, - - 24
Fifty, and under sixty, - - 19
Sixty, and over, - - 7

Total, - - 287

Sentences of the Prisoners committed to this Prison during the year ended

31 st December, 1864.

Fifteen years’ transportation, - *1 Ten years’ penal servitude, - - 20
Three years’ penal servitude, - 72 Fourteen ,, ,, - 5

Four ,, ,, - 49 Twenty ,, „ - l

Five ,, „ - 65 Twenty-five ,, ,, - 1

Six „ „ - 17 Life, - - 5

Seven „ „ - 43
Eight „ „ - 7 Total, - 287
Nine „ „ - 1

Married, 32. Single, 201.

Protestants, 55. Roman Catholics, 249. Presbyterians, 6

Return showing the Value of the Productive Labour of the Prisoners, and
the number Employed during the year ended 31st December, 1864.

r How Employod.

Daily
average
No. em-
ployed

305 days.

Estimated valuo

of tlio work
performed.

Tailors, - - - - - - - - f78'95

£ s. d.

560 13 2
Shoemakers, - - -

J90-76 340 8 8
Carpenters, - - - - *64 14 12 9

Smiths, - - - - •90 20 11 9
Gardening and labouring work, - - 9*15 139 10 9
Tinmen, -------- •70 16 0 3

Net-makers, - - • - - - - - •05 1 2 10

Mop do., - -- -- -- -- *61 13 19 8
Fatigue work, cleaning prison, cooking, ' and picking

oakum, - -- -- -- -- 86-46 376 3 3

Daily average effective prisoners employed as above.
Daily average non-effectives in hospital, unable to work

and sick in cells, -------
268-22 —

' 22-50 —
Total daily average, 290*72
Total, - - - '

' - 1,483 3 1

* Received from Head Police Office (licence revoked).

+ Of this number tliirty-seven were in separation at^ailoring work, after three months from

date of reception at Mountjoy Prison. ,

X Of this number .thirty-two were in separation at shoemaking work, after three months

from date of reception at Mountjoy Prison.
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MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT.

Mount]oy Prison (Male),

January, 1864.

Gentlemen,—I have the honour of laying before you a report of the

sanitary condition of the Mountjoy (Male) Government Prison during

the year 18G4.

Ten deaths took plaee among the prisoners during this year ;
seven

of these were from chronic scrofulous disease ; one from typhoid fever ;

one from Bright’s disease of the kidney, and one from apoplexy.

During the last month of the year five cases of scurvy occurred.

The occurrence of this disease, which had not hitherto appeared in this

prison since I have been Medical Superintendent of it, was made the

subject of special report, and such changes were suggested as regarded

diet, &c., as I thought proper to arrest the spread of the complaint.

Twenty-two prisoners were recommended for removal from this

prison on medical grounds.

The following tables show the comparative state of the health depart-

ment of this prison since it was first opened, as well as the monthly

state of the hospital, diseases of the prisoners, &c., during the year

1864.

Table.

*
f

Year.
Total No. committed

to this Prison. !

Number admitted ;

to Hospital.
|

Deaths.

1850 962 253 2

1851 1,075 355 7

1852 971 466 5

1853 1,178 456 10

1854 1,096 503 9

1855 1,052 344 9

1856 841 292 3

1857 756 295
-

3

1858 66

1

221 2

1859 600 210 1

1860 499 182 1

,
1861 472 153 3

1862 508 193 5

1863 378 144 5

1864 287 193 10

Hospital Return for the year 1864.

Number of Prisoners in custody in this Prison, 1st January, 1864, 312 7

Number of Prisoners received in this Prison during the year, 287 J

Patients in Hospital, 1st January, 1864, - - - -
- JJl

Admitted during the year, - - - - - “ "

Discharged, - - - ‘ “ " " "
“

(
Removed to Spike Island, - - " " “ fr C

Deaths, - - - - - -

Remaining in Hospital, 1st January, 1865, - “ “
.

y

[Deaths.

Mountjov
Maxe
Convict
Prison.

Medical

Officers

Report.
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MOUNTJOY
Male

Deaths during the year 1864.

Convict

Register

Medical
Officer's

Initials

of

Names.
Ago.

Reccivod in

Hospital.
Died. Diseasj.

He,port.

6495 P. D. 22 i 2nd February. 19th February. Fever (typhoid).

Bright’s disease of kid-6547 J. D. 24 4th February. 6tli April.

5857 B. D.
i

16 21st January. 30th April. Pulmonary consumption.
5408 G. M‘G. 15

1

24th March. 28tli May. Pneumo-thorax.
6504 J. K. 23 4th March. 9th June. Tubercules in brain, lung,

6698 T. M‘C. 45 4tli June. 22nd June.
spleen, and liver.

Pulmonary consumption.
6549 P. M. 19 22nd June. Dtli August. Tubercular disease.

6697 G. M‘C. 44 12th July. 11th September. Tubercular disease.

6536 P. F. 20 9th June.

'

13th September. Tubercular disease.

6742 Xi. D. 60 21st December. 22nd December. Apoplexy.

Monthly State of Hospital for tlie year 1864.

Under
Admittod, 18G4. treatment in Discharged.

,

Died. ,
Remaining.

Hospital.

Jan. 1st, in Hospital,

„ admitted,
j

February,

* n\
- 21 j

32 18 _ 14

30 5 1 24
March, _ 41 27 — 14

April, - .. 24 12 2 10

May, - - 22 13 1 8
June, - - 22 6 2 14

July, - _ 26 12 _ 14

August, 23 7 1 15
September, - - -

1

25 9 2 14

October, _ 29 14 15

November, _ ;

43 27 _ 16

_ 45 25 1 19inHos.

1st Jan., 1865.

Diseases of Prisoners admitted to Hospital during the year 1864.

Asthma, - - -4
Aortic valve disease, 1

Apoplexy, - - - 1

Bronchitis, - - 3
Cephalalgia, - - ]

Diarrhoea, - - - 21
Debility, - - - 15
Diabetes, - - - l

Dysentery, - - l

Epileptic, - - - l

Beverishattacks, slight 37
Hydrocele, - - 5
Heart disease, - - 1

Haemoptysis, - - 2

Hip disease, - - I

Inflamed bursa, - 5
Inflammation of knee, 1

Influenza, - - l

Injury to shoulder, - 1

Jaundice, - - - l

Ophthalmia, - - 5
Observation, for, - 13
CEderna of legs, - 1

Phthisis, - - - 3
Piles, - - 1

Pleurodynia, - - 2
Rheumatism, - - 10
Rupture, - r - 3

Scrofulous glands, - 21

Sciatica, - - - 2

Stricture, - - - 6

Syphilis, - - - 8

Supposed epilepsy, - 2

Scurvy, - - - 5

Tumour over eye, - 2

Ulcer of leg, - - 2

Whitlow, - - - 2

Spine disease, - - 1

193

Total number ofindividuals admittedtohospital during theyear, 138

f

,, ,, prisoners prescribed for in the prison, - - 3,256
Individual prisoners that had change of diet, - - - 22

„ that had extra diet, ... - 5

l
,

„ that had extra exercise, - - - 45

* Cases of a trifling character, not requiring to be admitted to hospital for treatment,
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7

Prisoners removed during the year 1864 on Medical Grounds.

Regis-

try

No.

Initials

of
Name.

6570 J. M., .

657 J O. R., .

6628 J. 0’JB., .

6580 J. B., .

6639 J. F., .

6634 H. S., .

6672 J. K., .

6703 J. E., .

6721 P. K. or C.,

6067 H. M‘G.,
6728 C. L.. .

6729 J. C., .

6747 B. B., .

6546 T. D., .

6613 E. A., .

6772 W. L., .

6781 F. B., .

6751 S.H., .

6778 T. S., .

6762 M. D., .

6800 E. R., .

Observations on case, as made in letter recommending
removal.

Recommended for removal on account of general delicacy,
pulmonary disease, and hemoptysis.

On account of eccentricity and morbid fancies; is very
sleepless and subject to religious delusions, -with craving
appetite.

This prisoner appears to me unfit for the discipline of this
prison, being subject to delusions, and fancying that per-
sons are plotting against him.

This prisoner is subject to delusions, and although not violent,
he is irritable and eccentric.

Quite blind.

Suffers from chronic bronchitis, with asthma.
Obviously of weak mind, and unfit for cellular discipline.
Blind.

On a former occasion sent away on medical grounds.
Unable, from defective sight, to work at a trade.
Lame from an old accident.
Highly scrofulous

;
he was sent away from here on a former

occasion for this disease.

His state of mind, in my opinion, rendering him unfit for
the discipline of this prison.

In a very delicate state of health, and requiring change.
Whom I have reason to believe is likely to become insane.
He seems already the victim of some delusions.

Epileptic.

A highly scrofulous and very delicate individual.
Formerly an inmate of the lunatic asylum at Dundrum,

although not now showing symptoms of insanity.

A delicate and infirm old man; in hospital ever since his
reception here.

Yery infirm, and threatened with paralysis.

He has been for a considerable time under observation in

hospital, and I think Ins mental condition such as to unfit

him for the cellular discipline.

It will be observed, on comparing this return with those of former
years, that an immense increase has taken place in the number of the
prisoners who are brought forward on account of trifling complaints to

be prescribed for without being ill enough to be admitted to hospital.

Thus in

—

1860 these cases amounted to,

1861 „
1862
1863 „
1864 „ ,,

1-211

1-

348

2-

209

3-

273
3-256

Although at the same time the total number of convicts in the prison

has decreased.

As regards the health of the officers of this prison, about one-balf

have not been off duty even for one day on account of illness the

present year. Two warders, Jordan and Kirwan, have been invalided

from i'll health. The apothecary’s department has been well adminis-

tered by Mr. Ward.

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your obedient servant,

Robert M'Donnell, m.d.

To the Directors of Irish Convict Prisons.

B

Modvtjo r
Male

Convict
Prison.

Medical
Officer's

Report.
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PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPOET.

Mountjoy Male Government Prison,

12th January, 1865.

Gentlemen,—Having been called upon by you for my report for the
year 1864, I beg leave to remark, what must be obvious to you, that
the duties of a Chaplain are of that monotonous character which affords
very scanty materials for a lengthened report. The routine of duties
never varies ; striking incidents seldom or never occur

; and, although
numerous cases are full of interest to the Christian and the philan-

thropist, the details of these would be out of place in a merely official

report. Therefore, as you cannot fail to have observed, I have, in my
reports for many years past, diverged into something like a short essay

on the “ Irish Convict System,” and the manner of its administration,

year by year. I now think it well to confine myself simply to the

working of my own peculiar department, and therefore I have but little

to say.

As in all preceding years, divine service is held twice on every

Sunday and Christmas-day, and once on each principal holiday. The
Holy Communion is administered eight times in the year, including

the great festivals; and on those occasions about two-thirds of the

Protestant prisoners partake of that sacrament. On every Tuesday
morning the prisoners are assembled in the church for general religious

instruction, which is given in a simple familiar manner. Three, or

more frequently four days are devoted, up to two o’clock, in visiting

the prisoners individually in their cells. Here I find the most fruit from

my labours. The “ Irish Convict System” had “ individualism” as its

especial characteristic ; and none could persuade me that the carrying

out of that principle was not the great element of its success.

I have to reiterate, as I have done in former reports, the sense I

entertain of the kind and courteous attention I have ever experienced

from the Governor, the Chief Warder, and, I may add, the two principal

Warders, and that from the majority of the subordinate officers I

receive the most courteous and cordial attention.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant,

Thomas R. Shore, Protestant Chaplain.

The Directors of Government Prisons in Ireland.

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT.

Mountjoy Male Prison,

9th January, 1865.

Gentlemen,—

I

have the honour to submit to you my annual report

for the year 1864.

I feel very sincere pleasure in reporting to you, that the religious

conduct of the prisoners committed to my care, during the past year,

was, with some exceptions, highly satisfactory. Each convict was, as

soon as possible after arrival in the prison, examined in the Christian

doctrine, and classified. Some men, whom I found lamentably ignorant

of the principal mysteries of religion, of the commandments and sacra-

ments, were formed into a special class. To instruct them required

much time, some patience, and labour ; for they, of all others, stood

most in need of religious knowledge, and were disposed, least of all,
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to listen to it. Besides teaching these men every week, in the- eelis, I Motjntjoy

gave them elementary instruction each Monday in the chapel
; and I

J*

11*

am happy to say that, after a few months, they became better disposed,

and made decided progress. Religious instructions were regularly

given, four times in the week, to the prisoners, on Tuesday, one to

all the prisoners ; on Thursday, one to the men in separation ; on chaplain's

Sunday, two, viz., one in the morning to the class in association ; the Report.

other in the afternoon, to all the prisoners. These poor men, I must
say,manifested great attention and docility in receiving religious instruc-

tions, and most willingly avail themselves of the opportunities afforded

them of complying with their religious duties. I met with, as might
be expected, cases of exception, prisoners hardened in evil ; men who
were manifestly neglected in youth, and allowed to grow up in ignorance
and idleness. I feel truly grateful to all engaged in the administration

of the prison for the kindness and cordial aid I experienced in my
relations with them ; and I am bound to state that the most ample
opportunities were afforded to the prisoners for religious instruction

and for compliance with their religious duties. On a general review,

therefore, of the past year, I rejoice much to be able to make a favour-

able report on the moral and religious condition of the prisoners be-

longing to the Soman Catholic Church.
Besides reporting on the religious conduct of the prisoners, I have

also, in accordance with rule, to specify with reference to the past year,

the apparent effects of the discipline of the prison.

Of the general effects of the administration of the prison, especially

for the latter portion of the year, I can speak satisfactorily. There
are, however, two points on which I regret exceedingly to be obliged

to make complaints. They . are, the administration of the school, and
the appointment of the officers constituting the governing power in

the prison. There is no need of more than common powers of obser-

vation to see, in the school arrangements, and in the appointment of

the chief officers, obstacles to the efficiency of our admirably-contrived

system of prison reformation, and the cause of special mischief to the

Roman Catholic prisoners.

In my last report I stated, shortly, the school arrangements, and
made some observations on them. You, gentlemen, candidly admitted,

in a letter addressed to me, and inserted in your last annual report,

the justice ofmy complaints, promising at the same time to bear them in

mind, and when an opportunity offered to apply a remedy. No altera-

tion, however, has as yet been made ; it even may perhaps he said that

the conditions of things complained of, has become in some respects

actually worse. One view of the present position of circumstances in

connexion with the school will satisfy an unbiassed mind as to- the

truth of what I say. Here, at Mountjoy, is a school in which a number
of prisoners, varying from five hundred to eight hundred, receive every

year education and moral training. The great majority of these men,

about eighty-five per cent., are Roman Catholics. At present the

education of the prisoners is confided to three teachers, although for-

merly we had four, three of whom were Roman Catholics, and one

Protestant. Of the present staff of teachers, two are Protestants and
one a Roman Catholic ; whereas the Roman Catholic prisoners are

eighty-five per cent., and the Protestant prisoners only fifteen. The
two non-Catholic teachers it is to be remembered are the seniors;

whilst the Roman Catholic teacher is the junior. This is not all. The
head teacher was a Roman Catholic and publicly renounced his religion

at the very time he was engaged in teaching the Roman Catholic

b2

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



20 Eleventh Annual Report of the Directors

Mount.toy
Male

Convict
Prison.

Roman
Catholic

Chaplain’s

Report.

prisoners. What is still worse, he, after having renounced the Catholic
religion, was accustomed during the first six months of the past year
to hold frequent private intercourse, during school hours, with Roman
Catholic prisoners, a practice which I am glad to say has been corrected.

He has been repeatedly accused, and in the view I take of it, justly

accused of tampering with the faith of Roman Catholic prisoners. It

is a well-known fact that he was, during the past year, charged with
an offence of this kind, and that he was suspended from office during
the space of two months. The very fact of suspension clearly shows,
that the evidence given at the investigation held in the prison must
have very strongly supported the charge alleged. It is important to

observe that the suspension of the schoolmaster from office during the

space of two months, the charges alleged, and the proofs brought to

sustain them, together with every circumstance I have mentioned above
relative to the school, and many other matters relating to it which I

have omitted, are all well known among the Roman Catholic prisoners.

After a suspension of two months he has, by some means, been
reinstated in office ; and it is believed that if a Roman Catholic

officer had conducted himself as the head school teacher has, or if the

same amount of proof had been brought against him, no influence

could be found sufficient to keep him in his position. A state of things

more dangerous than this to the faith of the Roman Catholic prisoners,

it would be difficult to contemplate. Facts make a deeper, a more
immediate, and lasting impression than words. The example alone of

the head teacher must constantly say to his pupils, who are, for the most

part, weak-minded men—“I have changed my religion, as I have

done, do you do also.” Again, it is impossible tliat feelings of respect

and confidence can exist between him and such of his pupils as are

strongly attached to the Catholic faith. The result is that the school,

which is one of the most important portions of the machinery for the

reformation of the convicts, must necessarily be, to a considerable

extent, inefficient.

As to the second point of complaint, it is sufficient to say, that of

the entire staff of superior officers, not even one is a Roman Catholic.

The inspector, the governor, the chief warder, the registrar, the

steward, the medical officer, the apothecary, the head schoolmaster

—

all constituting the governing power in the prison, are Protestants.

Arrangements so entirely one-sided, in a prison where the Roman
Catholics are eighty-five per cent., are objectionable, and can scarcely

be expected to work evenly. And I regret to say that cases occurred,

during the year, in which it appeared to me Roman Catholic prisoners

were not dealt with impartially. Some of these cases, trifling to be

sure in themselves, but well calculated to produce unfavourable

impressions upon the minds of the Roman Catholic prisoners, I

entered in the “Journal” of the Roman Catholic chaplain.

Undoubtedly many of the superior officers are desirous of carrying

out the rules and regulations of the prison impartially. But it is not

to be supposed that Protestants understand everything that is required

for the moral training of Roman Catholics, nor, even admitting they do,

is it to be supposed that they are fit and proper persons to whom the

moral reformation of Roman Catholic prisoners ought to he committed.

Either of these two points—the school arrangements, or the appoint-

ment of the superior officers—would form a just ground of complaint;

both together show a state of things urgently calling for alteration.

The Protestant chaplain may, perhaps, praise the existing state of

things as highly satisfactory. But I ask myself the question, if the
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Protestant chaplain and the Protestant prisoners were similarly situated Kouktiot

as I and the Roman Catholic prisoners are ; if the Protestant prisoners ommer
were eighty-five per cent., and the Roman Catholic but fifteen per cent.; Faison.

and if all the superior officers were Roman Catholics, and if the head
schoolmaster had abjured Protestantism, and been continued in his cmMis
office of teacher over Protestant prisoners, would not he and they have Chaplain's

just reason to complain ? Report.

To give these details and to represent the real state of things, as far

as I understand it, is a duty I owe to you, gentlemen, to the public
interest, and to God.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant,

Michael Cody, R. C. Chaplain.

The Directors of Convict Prisons,

Dublin Castle.

PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT.
teriaic

Mountjoy Male Convict Prison, Chaplain's

Dublin, January, 1005.
Rei>ort'

Gentlemen,—

I

beg to furnish my report for the past year. It must
be brief. Minute details are unnecessary, as such were merely a
repetition of those of former years. The state of matters in the prison

during the year appeared to me to be in general exceedingly satisfac-

tory—order prevailing, authority respected, and discipline firmly but
temperately administered. The number of convicts under my care
was as formerly very limited, their attendance upon the usual services

regular, their behaviour decorous, and their general discharge of duty
in the prison gratifying.

I trust that serious impressions were produced, and that good was
done in the minds and hearts of the men by the administration of the

Gospel, and, if I mistake not, resolutions of amendment were formed,
that, by the grace of God, may not pass away without fruit. Their
instruction in school was sedulously attended to by the respected and
talented superintendent and his assistants.

The measure recently adopted for the extension, in some cases, of
the period of penal servitude seems to me wise and salutary, as it

affords time for the thorough application of the excellent system of

convict management and discipline now so vigorously administered in

this country, with a view to such a reformation of the criminal popula-
tion, as may render it safe to have them absorbed without injury in the
general community.
During the year, as for upwards of twenty years past, I enjoyed

much pleasure in familiar religious intercourse with the prisoners*

inquiring individually into their history and antecedents, studying their*

character, learning their hopes and prospects, and striving earnestly

to communicate such instructions and advice as seemed best fitted to»

make them faithful subjects of the Lord and Saviour, assured that thus
they will endeavour to live honest, upright, and peaceable lives in true

godliness and purity. I can truly affirm that some of the happiest
hours of my life have been spent in these duties, and in some cases at
least with evidently favourable results.

_

Impaired health has for some time past disqualified me for the full

discharge ofprison duty, and it is possible I may not again be privileged1

to furnish an annual report, hut, whether it be so or not, I cannot closes
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without expressing my obligations to the Board of Directors for their

courtesy and indulgence, to the governor of the prison for his uniform
and considerate kindness, to the medical gentlemen for promoting my
comfortable discharge of hospital duty, to the chief warder, Mr. Browne,
to whom I am much indebted for his unwearying care for the men in

my charge, to the principal warder, and indeed all the prison officials

for their cordial respect and attention to my wishes in all my inter-

course with them in going out and in among the convicts, so long the

objects of my affectionate and prayerful regard.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant,

William Wilson, Presbyterian Chaplain.

The Directors of Convict Prisons,

Dublin Castle.

HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT.

Mountjoy Male Prison,

February 14th, 1865.

Gentlemen,—I have the honour to submit my tenth Annual Report,

viz., that for the year ended December 31st, 1864.

The prisoners in general have conducted themselves, with becoming

propriety during the year, and have evinced an eagerness to learn and

a desire to profit, as much as possible, by the instructions offered them

in the school. The exceptions, as hitherto, have been scarcely any.

A punishment inflicted for misconduct committed in school, is one of

the rarest occurrences in the prison ; and that such a course has seldom

to be resorted to, is simply because there happens to be no occasion for

its application.

Prisoners manifesting a disinclination to learn,- or exhibiting symptoms

otherwise calculated to retard the progress of their better-disposed

fellows, are, upon my recommendation, invariably excluded from school.

I attach the utmost importance to this principle
;
in fact, the efficiency

of the school could not be sustained without it :—-yet what is the fact?

At the present moment there is but one prisoner excluded on this

ground.

Under such favourable circumstances, it is not unreasonable to

expect that satisfactory progress has been made. To prove that such

has been accomplished, I beg to refer to the following facts -No

prisoner capable of learning and willing to learn, leaves the prison

unable to read and write at least, notwithstanding the very little time

spent at school each day, viz., one hour, and the very short period of

detention in this prison, viz. (with the “ separate class” which com-

prises three-fourths of the prison) eight months as the general rule

;

and notwithstanding the proverbial dulness of the most ignorant class

of convicts, and the large number received during the past year, viz.,

Sixty-six, who, upon admission, were put to learn the alphabet.

I have had several prisoners, out of that sixty-six, able to write letters

to them friends outside, after receiving only six months’ schooling here.

Such cases are by no means the exception ; and they would be altogether

the rule, were it not for the exceeding dulness of the majority. On

the very rare occasions on which a really intelligent prisoner turns up

in the alphabet class, the progress he makes in reading, writing, and,

in a great many instances, in arithmetic also, during his probationary

period, is really surprising; in fact, it appears incredible to the
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different highly respectable parties interested in the reformation of Movntjoy

criminals, who have visited the prison from time to time.
. Cony?

I have now ten years’ experience in my present office; and I never prS?
felt occasion to complain of the shortness of the time prisoners are —
allowed to attend school here daily; nor have I yet heard that pri-

soners do not make satisfactory progress during then* detention. The master’s

school has now attained to such a perfect organization, with a view to Report.

its complete adaptation to the peculiar exigencies of this establishment,

that I would regard any change, in the very least of its details, as
endangering its well-tested and acknowledged efficiency.

The prisoners attending the evening school, are those working in
“ association” during the day. The number of this class, on an average,

is between seventy and eight}7'. According as each becomes eligible,

by attaining a certain fixed rank in conduct classification, he is removed
to the intermediate prison at Smithfield. The numbers thus thinned

are recruited from those of the class in “ separation/’ who have passed
their usual period.

The detention of each in the associated class, depends upon his

conduct and the length of his sentence. As the majority passing

through this stage here are prisoners of four and five years’ sentences,

and as their positive outward conduct is almost always “ very good,”

it follows that the average period they remain in this class is two years

and six months; a period which, taken with the eight months previously

spent in separation, would be amply sufficient to make desirable progress

at school, were it not for an unavoidable agency which exists of a

counteracting nature, viz,, the number of “ returned convicts” amongst
them, a class which, ultimately, at no .very distant period, must become
almost exclusively the convict population. These must exercise an

influence over the others by no means favourable to reformation ; and

besides these, there is another, and though hut a small yet a powerful

class, I mean the prisoners under sentence of “ life,” most of whom
have been for the last -ten or twelve years, if not more, in the convict

prisons, inhaling and in turn exhaling a more or less vitiated moral

atmosphere. These two parties, in the very nature of things, must

tend to keep down the moral tone of the prisoners coming in contact

with them daily in association. •

A few of the less cautious in the evening school, composed I believe

partly of the dupes of the more cunning, and partly of the bolder of the

would-be ringleaders, were excluded from school upon my recommen-

dation, forfeiting the privileges, &c., dependent upon attendance at

school and attention to the instructions. This measure caused a panic

through the others, which proved highly salutary, because it produced

a thorough submission to, and a wholesome dread of, the authorities in

the school. Though many of those who were excluded have since

been permitted again to return on a further trial, yet I am happy in

being enabled to report that the moral tone which appeared to have

been raised considerably during their absence, has not^ seemed, since

their re-admission, to have been retarded by them in its upward

tendency. I ascribe this very satisfactory state of things to the fact that

an excellent esprit de corps had gained some strength amongst the

prisoners prior to the return of the previously disturbing elements.

Had they been allowed back before this spirit had become sufficiently

strong in the others, -I entertain no doubt that the effect would have

been very different.

At the present moment, and for some time past, with two or three

exceptions, I have every reason to be well satisfied with the conduct

'and attention, of the prisoners attending the evening school; and X
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doubt that they -will continue for the future to afford as much
Convict

satisfaction, if not more (their period of detention here being so much
Prison, the longer), as the prisoners in “ separation,” of -whom it was always my

He~d
Phasing duty to report upon in the most favourable terms.

School. I beg to submit the usual tabular statement, which, upon examination,
master's will appear far more satisfactory than that for the previous year

; and
Report. for the sake of convenient comparison, I have embodied the school

statistics of both years in the present table.

Table showing the Progress of the Prisoners* who passed through Mountjoy
Male Prison during the Year ending December, 1864.

Numbers. Por-centages.

Subjeots examined upon ami
Dogreo of Proficiency

attained in eacli.

Admission. Removal. Admission. Removal.

18G3.
1

1864.

j

1S63. 1864. 1863. 1864. 1863. 18G4.

Reading

—

Not able, - 119
j

168 31 23 34*7 46*1 9-0

Badly, - 92 1 100 132 119 26-8 27-5 38-5 32'7

Fairly, - 132 96 180 222 38*5 26-4 52 5 61*0

Writing

—

Not able, - 174
1

195 62 63 50-7 53-6 18*1 17-3

Badly, - 136 148 80 103 39*7 40-6 23'3 23*3

Fairly, - 33 21 201 198 9-6 5*8 58-6 51*4

Arithmetic

—

Not able to make figures, - 230
1
233

;
134 96 67-1 64- 39'1 £6*4

Acquainted with part of S.

Rules, - 68 94 1 114 154 19*8 25-8 33'2 1 42*3

Acquainted with part of C.
Rules, - 28 25 34 60 8-1 6*9 9*9 16*5

Acquainted with Propor-
tion, &c., - 17 12 '

61 54 5-0 3-3 17*8

|

14-8

The foregoing table shows that the education of the prisoners, on

admission, who passed through the prison during the past year, is lower

in reading and writing than that of the same class belonging to the

previous year ; but instead of showing a reasonably corresponding

decline in their proficiency upon removal, it shows quite the contrary

that those who passed through the prison during the past year, were,

upon removal, better educated than those of the preceding year—a fact,

I respectfully submit, which demonstrates an increased efficiency on

the part of the school, at least so far as the teaching of these elementary

branches. This very favourable result, X anticipated in my last report,

from the different distribution of the schoolmasters, which increased

experience had prompted me at that time to make.
In conclusion, I beg to express the many obligations I am under to

the Governor for his uniform kindness and courtesy, but especially his

high-minded impartiality. I am indebted to the chief warder for his

cordial co-operation; and I feel thankful to each of the principal

warders for their kind and valuable assistance.

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant,

Edward M‘Gatjkan, Head Schoolmaster.

To the Directors of Convict Prisons in Ireland.

* This includes prisoners physically or mentally incapacitated to learn any of the above

branches of education, and it also includes prisoners not allowed on special grounds the privi-

lege of attending school
;
but it does not include prisoners removed on medical or other special

ground^ to another prison before the expiratiouof the usual period of probation, viz,,eightmontlw.
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SPIKE ISLAND PRISON.

The arrangement by which, in the year 1862, on the closing Report.

of Philipstown Convict Prison, Spike Island became not only

the place of confinement for convicts on public works, but also

for the class of invalids and weak-minded convicts previously

detained at Philipstown, is still continued. Notwithstanding

a certain unavoidable degree of inconvenience inseparable from

this combination of objects in a station with buildings, &c., not

constructed for prison purposes, it has more than compensated

for the expense of maintaining a separate establishment, and this

result reflects much credit on the successful exertions chiefly of

the Governor and Medical Officer.

The Governor speaks highly in his report of the zealous assist-

ance he has obtained also from the exertions of Mr. Sporle, the

Chief Warder of the prison (on the establishment of which there

is no Deputy Governor).

The conduct of the subordinate officers has been generally

satisfactory. Owing to the delays in filling vacancies and new
appointments, arising from the proceedings required in the case

of candidates with respect to undergoing the prescribed Civil

Service Examinations, the employment of temporary warders has

continued to be necessary in order to provide for the duties.

The conduct of the prisoners, as regards discipline and industry,

has been generally good, the exceptions being chiefly, confined to

a small number of ill-disposed prisoners, with whose acts and

dispositions the main body of the convicts has shown no sympathy.

The Chaplains continue to report favourably on the religious

and moral condition of the convicts under their respective charge

;

and the schoolmasters describe the conduct and attention of the

prisoners in their school-classes as satisfactory. The schooling

of the advanced class continues to be carried on entirely after the

hours of daily labour : an arrangement which is prevented with

the other prisoners by the original divisions of the buildings, as a

military barrack, into small rooms now used as prison wards.

Mr. Harold, the Head Schoolmaster, continues his zealous and

successful duties in his department, in which he has been well

supported by his assistants.

The Medical Officer, Dr. Kelly, reports favourably of the general

health of the convicts in Spike Island, and a satisfactory medical

report as to the health of the prisoners at Fort Carlisle, has also

been made by Dr. Travers, the Local Medical Officer of that

station.

The buildings have been maintained, chiefly by convict labour,

in good order and repair.

* The expenses of the prison have been only those of the

necessary ordinary character, and are specified in the Governor s

annexed report.

25

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



26 Eleventh Annual Report of the Directors

Spike
Island
Prison.

Directors'

Report.

At Spike Island the employment of the convicts lias been

chiefly in completing the works on which for many years they

have been engaged, under the Royal Engineer Department, but

which appear to be now drawing near a close, when other employ-

ment will have to be found for a large proportion of the convicts.

It is expected that this object will be obtained in the construction

of a Government Dock, proposed to he erected in the neighbour-

hood of the Island. It must be observed that the chief work at

Spike Island has become of a very desultory character, less capable

even than in previous years of actual measurement. The estimated

value of the labour of the convicts is given in the Governor’s

annexed report.

At Fort Carlisle, at the month of Cork harbour, nearly 200

convicts are employed in the construction of roads and batteries,

under the Royal Engineer Department ; and there appears to be

a prospect of the continuance of such employment at this station

for several years. The convicts at this station are of a selected

class, composed of those next in progress towards the Intermediate

Prisons, and this arrangement has been found very useful, as afford-

ing an additional step in classification.

The system of marks, badges, and classification, continues to

work very satisfactorily, and has a constant manifest influence on

the conduct of the prisoners, in keeping before their eyes the

remission of sentence attainable by industry and general good

behaviour. The prospect of removal to the intermediate prisons

has also an evidently powerful and beneficial effect on the conduct

of all the convicts at Spike Island eligible for this advantage.

I. S. Whitty,

P. J. Murray, |
Directors-

Governor's

Report.

GOVERNOR’S REPORT.

Spike Island Government Prison, January, 18G5.

Gentlemen,—I have tbe honour to present my annual report for the

year ended the 31st December, 1804, appending thereto tbe usual

statistics and returns. ,

The conduct of the subordinate officers has been generally satismc-

torv, and the duties, which are very laborious, were, on the whole, dis-

charged with creditable diligence. and zeal. There were during tne

year more casualties and discharges from the service than usual, ana

this, combined with the increase in the staff, consequent on the re-open-

ing of Eort Carlisle as a Convict Prison, rendered several new appoint-

ments necessary. As many as eighteen subordinate officers receive

appointments, besides which, existing vacancies pending nounnahons

and examination by the Civil Service Commissioners, had to he nnea

up by the employment of suitable men as temporary warders, d

many new and inexperienced officers joining in one year, 1°°
.

the responsibilities, and called for extra exertions and ddigenceiro

other members of the staff, in order to enforce and maintain ffie neces

sary discipline. Mr. Sporle, the Chief Warder, discharge

most satisfactorily, as did also the principal warders. ,

Warder Campbell has charge of the detached prison at Eort earns <*,
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and Principal Warder Graham superintends on the public works at Spike

Spike Island ; botli are very efficient officers. Pmson.
In the treatment of the prisoners no undue or unnecessary severity ’

has, to my knowledge, been permitted or practised ; and the sentences Governor's

have been duly carried into effect as required by the rules.
Report.

There has been no change in the system ; the description of labour

and the hours of employment have been precisely the same as stated

in former reports ; the levelling of the glacis on the Island, at which

the greater number of the prisoners have been chiefly employed, is now
nearly completed. Some alterations or reconstruction of the ramparts

are however under consideration, and if carried into effect will afford

employment here for some short time longer.

At Fort Carlisle the prisoners are employed in constructing batteries

along the shore, immediately under the Fort. A party of forty-five con-

victs have been employed, as usual at Haulbowline, by the Naval and

Ordnance Departments.

The earnings have been duly credited at the approved rates. Daily

average numbers employed on works, 841 . Including daily average on
Royal Engineer Works, 568. Total estimated value of labour for the

year £13,844 13s. 4d.

The system of classification continues to work most satisfactorily,

and greatly encourages good conduct and industry among the prisoners

on the works.

There have been no attempts at escape. I have observed no existing

abuses, nor have any such been reported to me. The buildings are in

fair condition, and call for no observations.

In the month of August a prisoner, while in the act of shaving him-

self in his .ward, made a violent and unprovoked attack on his warder

by attempting to cut his throat with the razor, and for which he now
awaits his trial at the next assizes for this county. This was the only

occurrence during the year which calls for special notice.

The conduct of the prisoners generally has been remarkably good,

and, with the exception just mentioned, the offences have been generally

of a minor nature. There was only one case of corporal punishment,

viz., that of a penal-class prisoner for an unprovoked assault on a

fellow-prisoner, and resisting and striking the warders when securing

him.

At school the conduct of the prisoners has been orderly and respect-

ful, and with few exceptions they appeared anxious to embrace the

opportunity afforded them for improvement.

The religious instruction of the prisoners has been regularly and

carefully attended to by the respective chaplains.

The invalid, weak-minded, and irresponsible classes were employed

and dealt with separately and specially, but more or less under diffi-

culties consequent on this being an associated prison, with no provision

for this class of men
;

yet I mm happy to say that no accident or

casualty occurred among them.
In the penal class strict discipline lias been enforced, and the close

supervision and restraint to whicli this, class are subjected have from

its formation caused a marked improvement in the general conduct,

tone, and bearing of the prisoners ;
incontestable proof of the necessity

for a penal class, the discipline of which is the most deterrent of any

other in force in the prison. It also affords the opportunity of separat-

ing the evil-disposed and violent characters from the general body of

the prisoners.

In conclusion, I feel pleasure in stating that a spirit of mutual con-

fidence and co-operation appeared to pervade the staff generally, and
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to this confidence in each other, and the support arid assistance so
freely and cheerfully accorded me by all the officers, discipline and
non-discipline, may be chiefly attributed to what I consider the satisfac-

tory working of the establishment.

I hereby certify that the rules laid down for the government of the
prison have been complied with during the past year, except in such
cases as have been reported to, or brought under the notice of, the
Inspector or the Director.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant,

Peteii Hay, Governor.
The Directors of Government Prisons,

Dublin Castle.

Return showing the Crimes of 977 Convicts in Custody, 31st December, 18G4.

Murder, - - - 16
Shooting at with intent to murder, 5
Conspiracy to murder, - 1

Solioiting to murder, - - 1

Administering poison, - - 3
Manslaughter, - - - 22
Stabbing, cutting, and wounding, - 17

Felonious, malicious, grievous, and
other assaults, - - - 32

Rescue and assault, - - 1

Attempting to discharge a pistol

with intent to do grievous bodily
harm, - - - - 1

Assault and robbery, - - 1

4

Assault with intent to rob, - 2
Larceny from the person and stab-

bing, and former conviction, - 2
Highway robbery, - - - 19
Rape, and rape and aiding, - - 25
Feloniously abusing a child, - 1

Carnally knowing a girl between ten
and twelve, - - 1

Abduction, - - - - 2
Perjury, - - - 2
Embezzlement, - - 2
Forgery, - - - - 5
Uttering forged notes, - - 6
Felony of post letters, - 3
Stealing money out of post letter, - 1

Stealing bank cheques, the property
of the Postmaster- General, - 1

Arson and attempt at arson, - 55
Burglary, and burglary and former

conviction, - - - 74
Burglary and robbery, - - 69
Housebreaking, and housebreaking
and robbery, - - - 33

Intent to housebreak, - 1

Being found at night with imple-
ments of housebreaking with in-

tent to commit a felony, - 1

Entering a dwelling-house with in-

tent to steal, - - - 2

Being concealed in a house by night
with intent to steal, - - 2

Robbery, - - - ' - 15
Felony, and felony and previous con-

viction, - - - -25
Feloniously demanding money and
having a stolen gun in possession, 1

1

Larceny, and larceny and former
conviction, - - - 22 li

Stealing from the person, and steal-

ing from the person and former
conviction, -

Larceny and prison breach,
Conspiracy to cheat and defraud

by ill-practices in playing with
cards, - - - -

Having stolen property in posses-

sion, -

Receiving stolen goods,

Receiving stolen money,
Receiving money under false pre-

tences, -

Sacrilege, -

Returning from transportation be-

fore expiration of sentence,

Assaulting dwelling,

Appearing in arms and attempting

to compel to quit dwelling,

Appearing in arms, and breaking

into a house, -

Stealing arms in a dwelling-house,

and putting inmates to fear,

Appearing in arms, and taking a

gun, -

Whiteboy offence, *

Ribbonism, -

Writing and sending threatening

letters and notices,

Bestiality, -

Feloniously obstructing a railway,

Having base coin in possession with

intent to utter, -

Uttering base coin, -

Having coining implements in pos-

session and larceny.

Making and having in possession a

press for coinage,

Malicious injury to machinery,
Bigamy, - - -

.

'

Cattle stealing, and cattle stealing

and former conviction, -

Cow stealing and malicious assault

on prosecutor, -

Horse stealing, - -

Ass stealing, -

Sheep stealing, and sheep stealing

aud former conviction, -

Vagrancy, - - -

Military offences, -

69

1

1

29

1

2

7

1

2

0

3

1

1

6

2

8

3

1

4

2

1

1

2

5

32

i

7

52

1

42

Total. • 977
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Return showing the Number of Convicts in Custody, committed and disposed Spike
of, for the Year commencing 1st January and ending 31st December, 1864. Island

Prison.

1st January, 1864

—

HOW DISPOSED OF. —
In custody, - 901 31st December, 1 864

—

Governor’s

Committed from

—

Remaining in custody, - - 977 Report.

Mountjoy Prison, - 356 Removed during the year to

—

Smitlifield Prison, -
:191

Mountjoy ,,

Discharged on commutation
9

of sentence, 15
Discharged on completion

of sentence,

Released on Orders of Li-
28

cence, - 30
Died, - 7

280

Total, - 1,257 Total, 1,257

Return showing the Sentences and Ages on Conviction of 977 Convicts in

Custody on the 31st December, 1864.

sentences.
Two Years’ (commuted from Three
Years’ P. S.), - - l

Three Years' Penal Servitude, - 202

Four „ „ - 162

Five ,, ,, - 149

Six ,,
- 65

Seven ,, »» - 130

Eight „ „ - 19

Nine ,, ,, - 3
Ten ,, ,, - 122
Twelve ,,

_ - 2

Fourteen,, - 33
Fifteen ,, ,, - 9
'Twenty, ,, „ 5

Life, - 29

931

SENTENCES.
Fourteen Years’ Transportation,
Fifteen ,, ,,

Life,

Total, - 977

2
12

32

46

Ages on Conviction.

Under Twenty Years, - - -

Twenty and under Twenty-five, -

Twenty-five and under Thirty,
.

-

Thirty and under Thirty-five,

Thirty-five and under Forty,

Forty and under Fifty, -

Fifty and under Sixty, -

Sixty and under Seventy,

Seventy and under Eighty,

Total, - -

163
336
202
111

66
54
31
12

2

977

[Abstract
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Abstract Account showing the Estimated Value of the Productive Labour
of the Prisoners, and the Number Employed, during the year ended 31st
December, 1864.

How Employed.

DailyAvcrago
Number Em-
ployed for

304 days.

Estimated.Valuo
of Work per-

formed.
Tout.

PRISON WORK. £ s. d. £ s. d.

Tailors, - 14 532 O 0
Shoemakers, - 8 304 0 0

Smiths and Nailers, - 3 136 16 0
Do. beginners, 1 30 8 0

Carpenters, - 2 76 0 0
Do. beginners, 1 22 16 0

Painters, - 2 76 0 0

Masons, - 2 91 4 0

Repairing Beds, Socks, &c., - 7 106 8 0

Tinsmiths and Coopers,
Labourers in Prison Garden and on

2 60 16 0

Prison Works generally, - 48 729 12 0
Washing in Laundry, 11 334 8 0
Bakers, - 7 319 4 0
Cooks, - 6 91 4 0
Fatigue work, Cleaning, Messing, &c., 39 592 16 0
Boatmen, - 22

175

334 8 0

3,838 0 0

ROYAL ENGINEER WORKS.
Carpenters and Sawyers, 4 152 0 0

Do. beginners, 2 45 12 0

Smiths, - 3 136 16 0

Do. beginners, - 2 60 16 0
Masons and Stonecutters, 7 319 4 0

Do. beginners, 3 91 4 0

Labourers, Quarrymen, &c., - 547
568

8,314 8 0
9,120 0 0

WAR DEPARTMENT (hAULBOWLINE).
Labourers, - 12 273 12 0

12 273 12 0

NAVAL DEPARTMENT (HAULBOW-
line).

Labourers, - - - 28 425 12 0
Picking Oakum (on wet days, &c.), 45 171 0 0

Do. (Invalid Prisoners), 13

86
16 9 4

613 1 4

Total, - - -
j

841 13,844 13 4

Daily Average Number employed at wort, - - - 841

,, ,, not employed at work (at School, in

Hospital, Cells, &c.), - - - 77

Total Daily Average, - - - 918

Return showing the Expenditure of the Prison for the year ended 3lst

December, 1864.

Head of Service. Amount. Total.

£ s. d. £ s. d.

Salaries, - - - -

Rations for Officers and allowances in lieu

6,788 0 3

thereof, - _ - 724 9 6
Uniform for Officers, _ - ~ 570 0 2
Victualling prisoners, - - - 6,889 4 6
Clothing „ - - - 2,088 15 4
Bedding „ ~ - - 49 5 5
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Statement of the Prison Expenditure

—

continued.

31

Hoad of Sorvico.

Medicine and surgical instruments,

Medical comforts (extras for the sick), -

Clothing and travelling expenses (prisoners

on their liberation), -

Gratuities to. prisoners, -

Furniture and fittings, -

Kitchen utensils, cutlery, &c.,

: Fuel and light,

Ordinary repairs (buildings),

Washing and repairs of linen,
_

-

Soap, scouring and cleaning articles,

Brushes, brooms, and mops,

Funeral expenses, inquests, &c., -

Contingencies (various small disburse-

ments), -

Bent, rates, and taxes,

£
55
25

Total,

s. d.

Spike
Island
Prison.

Governor's

Report.

167 2 10

156 14 2

56 18 6
57 7 1

1,321 5 0
400 11 2
471 13 J

49 10 10

36 lb 2
1 13 9

364 12

100 0
20,373 5 8

MEDICAL SUPEKINTENDENT’S KEPOBT. Medical
Superintend

Spike Island Convict Prison, 31st January, 1865.

Gentlemen, I beg leave to submit my report on the sanitary state

of Spike Island Prison for the year 1864.

Subjoined is a table -which gives a general view of the numbers

treated in hospital during the year :

—

Table No. 1.

Number of sick remaining in hospital on the 1st January, 1864, from

the preceding year,
"

“
J.J

Number admitted since, to the 3 1st December inclusive, - -

Total under treatment during the year,

Of these there were discharged from hospital,

Died, - --

Remaining in hospital on the 1st January, 1865,

Total,

- 216

- 204
- 7
- 5

- 216

The following table specifies the diseases with which the parties

admitted to hospital during the year were affected :

Table No. 2.

Fever, -

Paralysis, -

Epilepsy, -

Chorea (St. Vitus),
Catarrh,

Tonsilitis, -

Phthisis, -

Bronchitis, -

Pneumonia, -

Pleuritis, -

Epistaxis (bleeding from nose),

Haemoptysis (bleeding from lungs),

Disease of liver,

Disease of stomach,
Icterus (jaundice), -

Anasarca, - -

Constipation,
Diarrhoea, - -

Spasmodic colic,

Arthritis, - - -

Heart disease.

Tetanus (traumetic),

Wounds, contusions, &c.,

Ophthalmia,
Toothache, -

Earache,
Fractures, -

Dislocation,

Erysipelas, -

Abscesses, -

Ulcers,

Synovitis, -

Sprain,

Hernia, -

Haemorrhoids (piles).

Fistula,

Stricture, -

Orchitis,

Onychia,

Skin disease,

Total, -

8
1

1

1

1

2

12
14
1

1

2
2
1

3
3
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11,674

11,330

11,944

11,714

12,150

11,820

11,729
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The annexed table shows the ages, dates of convietion, of committal
to Spike Island Prison, of admission to hospital, 'and of death, the

length of time spent in hospital, and the diseases of the patients that
died during the year 1864.

Table No. 3.

Initials

of

Name.
Age.

Date
of

Conviction.

Date of
Reception

at
Spilio Island.;

Date of
Admission to

Hospital.

Date
of

Death.
Number

of

Days

spent

in

Hospital. Causo of Death.

T. B. 22

1862.

3rd Jan.
1862.

6th Oct.
1864.

2nd Mar.
1864.

6 til March. 4 Carctitis, follow-

E. C. 42
1860.

27th Dec.
1861.

1 st Oct.

1864.

18th Mar.
1864.

26th Mar. 8

ing on rheumatic

artkritix.

Tetanus.

O. W. 32
1862.

21st Oct.
1863.

29th June.
1864.

23rd April.

1864.

30th May. 37 Phthisis of the

P. M‘M. 34

1862.

26th June.
1862.

10th Nov.
1864.

7th July.
1864.

9th July. 2

brain.

Fever, and chronic

M.M.A. 62
1863.

17th Mar.
1864.

14th Jan.
1864.

23rd July.

1864.

I6tli Aug. 24

disease of heart

and lungs.

Dropsy-disease.

H.T. 20
|

1863.
.

16tli Jan.
1863.

12th Mar.
1864.

23rd Sept.

1864.

5tll Oct. 12 Epilepsy.

E. W. 22
1862.

7 th Mar.
1862.

26th Nov.
1864.

6th Oct.

1864.

26th Dec. 81 Scrofulousabscess.

Number of prisoners in custody on the 1st January, 1864, in-

clusive of Port Carlisle, - - - - - 901

Number received during the year, - 356

Total, - 1,257

Remaining in custody on 31st December, 1864, inclusive of
Port Carlisle, - - - - - - -977

Number of prisoners that presented themselves for extern
treatment during the year, - - - - - 1

1
,692

Number that actually received extern treatment, - - 10,528

Daily average of sick treated as externs, - - -28*
„ „ „ ,, for 1863, - - 32-

Daily average of sick treated in hospital, - 8'504

„ „ „ „ for 1863, - - 9-087

Daily average number of prisoners in custody at Spike Island,

1864, - _ - - _ - - 826-137

,, i, ,, inclusive of Port Carlisle, 918-527

It will appear manifest from an inspection of the preceding tabular

returns, that the health of the prison during the past year has been

satisfactory. The prevailing diseases were affections of the bowels and

chest, fever, and rheumatic inflammation of the joints. The disorders

of the bowels were in some instances attended with cramps, which,

though painful and leaving a distressing sense of soreness and debility,

have not been followed by serious consequences. The chest affections

forming at all times an important item in the sickness of this estab-

lishment, though in many instances of a severe"nature, were unattended,

save in one case, by fatal results. The febrile affections were as usual

of the mildest type, requiring only a few days’- residence in hospital for

their cure. Most of the cases registered under the head of
.

Arthritis,

presented severe forms of rheumatic inflammation of the joints, com-

moply known as rheumatic fever. One fatal case is recorded; the

patient, a delicate, scrofulous man, was almost immediately seized with
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inflammation of the heart and its covering, for which the most active SpI“
treatment was applied ineffectually. The ophthalmia was mild, and did prison
not in a single instance involve the deep structures of the eye. The '

casualties were not numerous, but in a single instance, I grieve to
say, attended with a melancholy termination ; the prisoner, a strong rfST”**""
man, received a severe laceration of the right thumb from a piece of Report.

iron, upon which he had leaned with his whole weight, whilst crossing

a paling at Fort Carlisle. He was seized with the symptoms of tetanus
or lock-jaw, early on the morning of the seventh day, these were slightly

affected by treatment unceasingly used, and he expired on the evening
of the ninth day. No disease of an epidemic or contagious character,

prevailed during the year ; indeed the general sanitary condition of the
prisoners under the altered circumstances of the place, since the closing

of the Philipstown prison, hears ample testimony as well to the whole-
someness and nutritious qualities of the diet, as all the other arrange-
ments for their management
One hundred and sixty-eight prisoners received treatment for slight

indisposition while under separate confinement in the punishment
cells.

The subordinate officers have been remarkably healthy, generally

speaking ; and, considering the excessively arduous, constant, and im-
portant nature of their duties, only thirty-eight of them received treat-

ment in hospital, and five in their own quarters, owing to the peculiar

character of their maladies, rendering them unfit for transfer thither

;

and even this number does not express the number of individuals

affected, which was less, as several were admitted twice. In conclusion,

I beg once more to recommend to your notice the zeal and efficiency

of hospital-assistant O’Connell.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant,

J. H. Kelly, Medical Superintendent.

PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN'S REPORT. p«M*a
Chaplain.'*

Spike Island Government Prison, Report.

19th. January, 1865.

Gentlemen,—I beg to present my report for the year ending 31st

December, 1864 ; within that period the following duties were per-

formed:

—

Celebrated Divine service, -

Administered Holy Communion,
Catechized prisoners,

Visited hospital, - -

,, solitary cells,

I have found the men as attentive and well conducted as during

former years, and although one or two were disposed to be troublesome

in the early part of the year, they have since reformed, and appear

resolved to be well conducted for the future. Some of the men have

been from time to time removed to Port Carlisle, and a few liberated,

but their place has been supplied by occasional drafts from Dublin.
I have had to attend at but one interment during the year, a patient

who had been ailing a considerable time ;
any others who were confined

c

on 55 occasions.

„ 4 „
„ 88

„ 76

„ 57
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to hospital were vSO from trivial causes. The attention of the school-
masters has -been unremitting, and the men appear really anxious to
profit by the instruction they receive.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant,

Joseph G. Touchier.
Directors of Government Prisons,

Castle, Dublin.

EOMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT.

Spike Island, January, 1865.

Gentlemen,—I beg leave to present you with my report for the past

year, which is my sixteenth annual report as the Eoman Catholic

Chaplain of this prison.

Notwithstanding the very stringent nature of the discipline here, I

am enabled to report that the conduct of the prisoners in general was

most satisfactory during the year; instances to the contrary were very

few indeed, considering the large number, and the class of men con-

fined here. In my intercourse with them I have invariably found them
to be respectful and attentive to my instructions and admonitions, and

most reverential during divine service in the chapel. The characteristics

of my duties with them were nearly similar to those of the preceding

year. All the Eoman Catholic prisoners were as usual assembled every

morning in the prison chapel for morning prayer, previous to their

commencing work, at which duty I presided, in consequence of the

severe illness of the assistant chaplain. I also gave divine service and

preached every. Sunday and holiday to the warders and prisoners ;
and

on week days I attended twice every day in the prison chapel, to give

catechetical instructions and confession to a convenient division of the

school olasses. I must say that the manner they corresponded with

the opportunities thus afforded them for compliance with their religious

obligations, has not only satisfied but exceeded my expectations. The
great bulk of the prisoners approached the holy sacraments of penance

and communion several times during the year, many have done so

weekly or monthly. To attain that desirable result, I endeavoured, by

divine grace, first to make them fully understand the doctrines and

practices of their holy faith, and then to impress upon their minds the

great: truths of religion, such as the greatness and goodness of

God,- the enormity of sin, death, judgment, heaven, hell, and eternity;

and it was not until they appeared truly repentant of their past

misdeeds and firmly resolved on amendment of life, proved in their

exterior conduct, that
.
they were" admitted to confession and the holy

communion. I need not say that this . is the surest guarantee for their

religious and moral reformation. Prison discipline and secular instruc-

tion are no doubt useful auxiliaries, but they cannot prevent crime or

change the interior man ; the great principles of religion can alone

reach the heart of the criminal, subdue his evil propensities, and

produce a solid and lasting reformation.

I visited the sick in hospital daily, and repeatedly, day and night,

when any of them were approaching their last hour, and administered

to them all the necessary services and consolations of religion. On

my visits I always found the wards in a cleanly and orderly condition,

owing, I am sure, to the persevering diligence and care of Mr. O’Connell,

the acting apothecary, of whose kind attention to the sick I could not
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speak too highly. His services are certainly very valuable to the

prison.

The school department was in full operation during the year. In

my daily visits I always observed the two resident teachers, Messrs. Roman

M'Cartan and Ryan, present, and zealous and active in the discharge of ^k!p£n's
tbeir duties, and often assisted by the head teacher Mr. Harold, now Report.

resident with the prisoners at Fort Carlisle. From my constant

observation and examination of the classes, I can state that the

generality of the prisoners have made as much progress as could be

expected from the time allowed them for school. Any deficiency that

occurred was certainly not attributable to want of diligence and activity

on the part of the teachers.

I daily visited the prisoners confined in solitary punishment, and

administered to them such counsel and admonition as then* offences

appeared to me to require. I think it right to remark that the prisoners

who were consigned to this species of punishment during the year,

formed but a small proportion of the prison community ; but their

repeated violation of prison rules produced a large catalogue of prison

offences. They were generally the lowest class of city and town crimi-

nals, always the most difficult to be reclaimed. The great bulk of the

prisoners are seldom or never punished.

In conclusion I beg leave to bear my humble testimony to the

excellent manner the prison discipline was carried out during the year

by the Governor, Mr. Hay, aided by the untiring vigilance and labours

of the prison staff.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant,

T. F. Lyons, Roman Catholic Chaplain.

The Directors of Convict Prisons,

Dublin Castle.

ASSISTANT ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Mmtant
Roman

Spike Island, January 12, 1865. Catholic
,

Gentlemen,—In compliance with your orders, I beg to submit my Report.

report for the year ending 1864. The past year has been marked with

only a few gross violations of prison rule ; the general discipline of the

prison has been admirable.

Judging from the large numbers who frequent the sacraments of the

Holy Eucharist and Penance, we may rationally conclude that the

instructions imparted to them have produced on their minds impressions
,

as lasting as they are salutary.

I have the honour to be your obedient humble servant,

Cobnelius Tuomy, Assistant Chaplain.

To the Directors of Irish Convict Prisons,

Dublin.

PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Preshj-
terian

Queenstown, January 10, 1865. Chaplain's

Gentlemen,—I beg leave to present to you my report for the year
R’Port-

1864.

My duties continue to be the same as they were at the close of the

preceding year, when Carlisle Fort was re-occupied by a -portion of the

c 2

Spike.
Island
Prison.
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prisoners. There is a difficulty in landing at the fort in tempestuous

weather, which has on some few Sundays prevented my visiting the

prisoners there, but this has only been in extreme cases ; no amount of

bad weather has kept me from them so long as a landing was pro-

nounced practicable.

At Spike Island I have conducted Divine Sendee every Sunday in

the year, save one, on which sudden and critical illness coming on that

morning rendered it imperative on me to remain at home, and of this

I sent immediate notice to the Governor. The demeanor and air of

the prisoners at worship continues fully as encouraging as I mentioned

in my last report. The lectures on Scripture, of which I give two in

each week, are listened to with marked interest. They afford an

opportunity of linking religious instruction with information on points

of history and geography, which is one of the best means of leading the

minds of such men to feel the reality of the scenes and incidents

referred to ;
but I have every reason to hope that in some cases far

more good is doing than a mere increase of information of any sort.

I have regularly visited the sick in hospital, which is a light duty,

owing to the remarkable healthiness of the Spike Island prisoners

generally. I am also happy to state that the number of my charge in

cells for infractions of prison rules has been small
;
and if I may judge

by the short time of the imprisonments, that these offences have not

been very serious. There are two exceptions only to this, in which

violence of temper incurred a somewhat longer sentence.

I have visited the school every week-day that I have been at the

Island. I have not usually doDe more than look around and listen to

a few questions, only sometimes having a short conversation with the

teachers ;
but my long experience in education, as I was for many

years engaged in the different departments of the National Board of

Education, and was subsequently for seven years the principal of a

school myself, enables me to form a clear opinion from so much as I

have observed ;
and I am convinced that the teachers are diligent and

zealous, and are imparting the fullest amount of instruction that the

prescribed time and subjects admit of.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant,

W. J.Kertland, ll.d., Presbyterian Chaplain.

To the Directors of Convict Prisons,

Dublin Castle.

MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT—FORT CARLISLE.

Farsid Villa, January 8, 1865.

Gentlemen,—I have the honour to report to you that during the

past year the convicts under my superintendence at Fort Carlisle have

generally enjoyed good health.

Every case of accident or illness has been promptly attended.

The diet is wholesome and sufficient, the prison well ventilated ana

clean, and the convicts are usefully and healthfully employed.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant,

Robert Boyle Travers, Medical Officer, m.r.c.s.e-,

Carlisle Fort Convict Prison,

To the Directors of Convict Prisons,

Dublin Castle.

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



Of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 37

PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT—FORT CARLISLE.

Corkbegg Rectory, Whitegate,
January 1, 1865.

Gentlemen,—I have the honour to state that since my re-appoint-

ment as Chaplain to Fort Carlisle Government Prison, I have laboured

to fulfil the duties thereof with regularity, and I trust with good effect.

The general demeanor of the prisoners during worship and other

religious instruction, was becoming, attentive, and hopeful.

As far as the duties ofmy office were concerned, I have the satisfaction

to report that everything was “ done decently and in order and that

I met on every occasion due attention from the officers of the prison.

I have to observe in conclusion, that I derived much pleasure from

occasional visits to the school, where secular instruction is imparted

with clearness and simplicity.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,

Your faithful and obedient servant,

Francis Shortt, Protestant Chaplain.

To the Directors of Government Prisons,

of Ireland.

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT—FORT
CARLISLE.

Aghada, January, 1865.

Gentlemen,—In compliance with your request, I send you my
report for the past year on the Convict Station of Carlisle Fort.

This station, which has been lately re-established, contains a larger

number of prisoners than ever existed there during the period of my
previous connexion with it. Of them I have the happiness to be able

to report in the most favourable terms.
.

.

At all times I find them respectful and obedient, and attentive to

religious instruction. They are, no doubt, a superior class of convicts

;

persons who are on their way to freedom at this intermediate station,

and whom even a casual observer would acknowledge to be men who

are evidently preparing themselves to act as industrious and good

subjects when they return to the world. The order and quiet that prevail

among them, in this way, happily spare me the necessity of troubling

you with a long report. A future day, I trust, will prove that the pains

bestowed on their correction and guidance here are both humane and

profitable.

On every Sunday and every holyday of our Church, Mass has been

celebrated for them at the fort I and my two reverend assistants

have also made arrangements for one of us to visit there a day in the

week, for the purpose of imparting spiritual advice and instruction,

and to afford those who would desire it, an opportunity of going to

confession. Under, I trust, the influence of God’S grace, they avail

of this opportunity, and prepare themselves by penance, to, from time

to time, approach the Holy Eucharist.

In conclusion I have the further satisfaction to say that the arrange-

ments made at the fort afford us every facility for the discharge oi
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our spiritual.duties, and that from, the Superintendent, Mr. Campbell
from the warders, from the schoolmaster, and from all others concerned,
we have always experienced courtesy and attention.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant,

Richard Smiddy, R. C. Chaplain.

To the Directors of Convict Prisons,

Dublin Castle.

HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT.

Spike Island, January 9, 1865.

Gentlemen,

—

In compliance with your order, I submit to you my
tenth annual report of the Spike Island and Fort Carlisle Convict
Schools under my care. In former reports I gave detailed statements
of the working of the schools, I made such suggestions as I considered
would, lead to improvement, and I unreservedly expressed my opinion
of the effects of your system of management ; but you are now so con-
versant with evenfthe minutest matters connected with the schools, that
such lengthened reports are quite unnecessary.

Nothing sufficiently important to bring under your notice occurred
in the Spike Island schools since the end of the year 1863, until the
22nd of January, 1864, when, by your order, I proceeded to Fort Car-
lisle to attend to the instruction of the convicts there, leaving the day-

. school in Spike Island, with your sanction, in care of Mr. M‘Cartan

;

and the evening school in care of Mr. Ryan.
Fort Carlisle Convict School is divided into two sections. The

advanced and special classes constitute section 1 ; the first class consti-

tutes section 2. Section 1 attends school every evening for an himr
and a half; the 1st, 2nd Sequel, and 3rd classes form one division; the
4th and 5th classes make another division. During the first period
of three-quarters of an hour one of these divisions is writing, and the
other reading and receiving instructions upon various subjects. During
the remaining three-quarters of an hour the former writing-division is

at' arithmetic, and the former reading-division is at writing. On the
next evening the writers on the previous evening, for the first three-

quarters of an hour, are readers, and the former readers are writers;
and the cypherers of the previous evening, during the second three-

quarters of an hour, are writers, and the former writers are cypherers,
and so on alternately.

Section 2 attends school by day; the 3rd and 4th classes get school
instruction for three hours in the week, on any morning most conve-
nient. During the first horn’ all of this division write ;

during the
second hour the 3rd class is at reading, and the 4th at arithmetic;
during the third hour the 4th is at reading, and the 3rd at arithmetic

;

sometimes geographical and other instructions are given to both classes

during this hour.

The 1st, 2nd, and Sequel classes get school instructions fox three

mornings in the week, during three hours each morning. During the

first hour the 1st class is at spelling and reading, and the 2nd and
Sequel classes are at writing; dining the second hour the 2nd and
Sequel classes read and receive other instructions ; the 1 st class is at

notation and numeration, multiplication, and other tables ;
during the

third hour the 2nd and Sequel classes are at arithmetic, geography, &c.;
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and the 1 st class is at mating, or at times at spelling, reading, or the

outlines of the map of the world.

This is only a general statement of the course pursued; it is varied

at times, according to circumstances, and was sanctioned by the Direc-

tors on the 1 5th of June last. This arrangement of day and night

schools, and the inequality in the times of attendance, render the school

accounts very complex; and considerable time is required to keep them,
and to prepare school classification and progress sheets to be sent with

prisoners on their removal to the intermediate prisons in Dublin and
Lusk.

The moral and literary progress in the schools in Spike Island and
Fort Carlisle during the year has been satisfactory, as will be shown
by the appended extracts from the reports of Edward Sheehy, esq.,

District Inspector of National Schools.

My two collaborators and myself, mindful of the Directors’ rule,

never fail to inculcate moral principles through the medium of die

school lessons, which serve as agents to develop the better feelings,

and to instil good precepts, the neglect of which in early years led many
into the broad road to crime. The school has consequently exercised

a humanizing influence on all, except a few, who are impervious to all

reformatory agencies. It is cheering to be able to state that the good

conduct and attention in the schools during the year just ended has

been more marked than at any former period during my nine and a

half years in the “ convict service.”

The Roman Catholic Chaplain not residing in Fort Carlisle, in ad-

dition to my other duties, I say prayers every morning, • and read a short

lesson from an authorized religious book for the Roman Catholics, who
are about the five-sixths of the whole. Still holding the opinion which

I frequently expressed in former reports, that if a Christian element is

not infused into and mixed up with education, feeble indeed will be

the goodly influences of other teachings.

Stormy weather and the heavy duties I have to perform in Carlisle,

instructing 1 67 men, have prevented my visiting Spike Island schools

as often as I would wish. I have therefore called for reports on the

two schools there from Mr. M‘Cartan and Mr. Ryan, which they have

furnished, and which I enclose herewith. There is a coincidence iii

the opinions expressed in these reports and inmine, -though each has

been prepared independently and without any consultation or previous

concert between us. As these gentlemen are growing older in the

'

service their zeal and assiduity are increasing, .and their labours also,

as my removal from Spike Island has added much to their duties,

which they discharge from the purest motives, with as much energy

and fidelity as if the inspector or head schoolmaster were constantly

present.

I trust it will not be judged egotistic in me to say that I feel I have

been called to contribute my feeble mite to instructing the poor and

the erring ones of my country, and that impelled by this thought I

have clung to the office, though I could have obtained through life a

position which in the eyes of the world might appear more respectable;

therefore any shortcomings which I may have arise not from want of

ardour and sincerity, hut from causes over which X have no control.

I beg leave to acknowledge the attention which my superiors in

office have paid to my suggestions and applications on educational

business, and to express my approbation of the efficient manner, in

which the warders have discharged their duties in the schools during

the year.

Spike
Island
Prison.

Head
School-

master's

Report.
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Extract from the first report, in the year 1864, of the Inspector of

National Schools:

—

“ There is nothing calling for particular notice this time respecting the course of in-

struction in this school, since it has undergone no change, and agrees in most respects

•with that prescribed for the ordinary National schools. The reading, writing, working of

sums, and general answering of the classes I examined, varied from fair to very fair, and
good ;

and taken in connexion with the shortness of time at school, in the case of the

senior classes, and the number of removals from lower to higher classes, during the past

twelve months, indicate very fair progress. The zeal and earnestness of the teachers, who
are specially suited for their present situations, appear to have had the effect of enlisting

the sympathies of the convicts, and of disposing them to learn as much as possible. There

is no other school in my district more orderly, or in which the pupils appear more anxious

to improve themselves.

(Signed), “E. Sheeiiy, District Inspector.”

As this extract is part of the Inspector’s report on his visit of the

28rd December, 1863, when I was in Spike Island, I give it with my
report. Mr. M‘Cartan has inserted in his report an extract from a

subsequent one of the Inspector, upon an examination held since I

was removed from Spike Island.

The state of the schools on the 31st of December, 1864, is set forth

in the following tables :

—

CLASBES. Day School. D&B Prisons. Fort Carlisle. Total.

Reading—
First Book, - 27 1 8 36

Second Book, - 66 15 17 98

Sequel Book, - 107 6 29 142

Third Book, - 181 28 22 231

Fourth and Fifth Books, - 191 128 91 410

Total, - - 572 178 167 917

Writing

—

Unable to write, - - 33 2 7 42

Large hand,
Small hand,

-
|

30 11 10 51

- 509 165 150 824

Total, - - 572 178 167 917

Arithmetic—
Making figures, - - 27 1 5 33

Simple rules, - 334 57 87 478

Compound rules, - - 77 33 25 !
135

Proportion, and above, - - 134 87 50 i

271

Total, - - 572 178 167 917

From these tables the following information may be gathered :

—

1st. The sum of the attendances at the three schools on the 31st

of December, 1864, was 917.

2nd. All of these except 36 can read—631. The 3rd, 4th, and 5th

classes can read well.

3rd. All except 42 can write; 875 write small hand.
4th. All except 33 know some arithmetic ; 406 are learning com-

pound rules, proportion, and above.

All have some knowledge of geography, and all, except 36, have a

fair knowledge of it, and are not very deficient in “ general informa-
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ti nn ” These 36 are old men, and men with impaired faculties, inca- Sami
- - Island

Prison.pable of making any visible improvement.

I believe this report to be correct in every essential particular.

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen,

Your most obedient servant,

Michael Hakold.

To the Directors of Convict Prisons,

Dublin Castle.

Head.

School-

master's

Report.

ASSISTANT SCHOOLMASTERS’ REPORTS.

Spike Island Convict Prison

January 6, 1865.

Sir,—

I

n forwarding the statistics of the day school in this prison

for the past year, I feel it a pleasing duty to be enabled to report

favourably on the general working of the school, both as regards the

progress made by the prisoners, and the zeal and attention with which

they have attended to our instruction and advice.

Your removal to Fort Carlisle in the beginning of the year has con-

siderably lessened the teaching power here, for though the opening of

that prison has diminished the attendance, yet the number of classes

remains the same and require almost the same amount of instruction

as before your removal ; this we have endeavoured to supply by increased

exertion and close attention to business. How far we have succeeded

is best known to yourself and will be evident from the last report of

the Inspector of National Schools, one or two extracts from which

appear elsewhere. He visited and examined three times during the

year, and I venture to say that the testimony which he bears to our

labours will furnish a favourable comparison with that borne by him at

any other time. I believe there is no period since the establishment

of the school in Spike Island, at which the task of educating upwards

of seven hundred prisoners was intrusted to two teachers, nor is there

a parallel for it in the convict service, not to speak of keeping elaborate

and varied school accounts, which are in themselves sufficient to take

up almost the whole time of one person, and which must be attended

to before and after school hours.
.

No change has taken place in the course of instruction pursued, or

in the hours of attendance from that of former years.

The large number of removals during the year from the lower to the

higher classes (amounting to 171), speaks favourably for the progress

made by the prisoners ; the largest number being from the second and

Sequel classes, the men in which, together with those in first, have the

advantage of six hours’ schooling in the week more than those m the

third and fourth classes, who stand less in need of instruction, being

possessed of a fair share of general information. Nearly all in these

latter classes read with ease and intelligence and understand what

they read: can write with facility from dictation, and have a good

knowledge of geography and arithmetic. While alluding to this

subject, I beg leave to refer to the District Inspector s report on this

school in September last, from which I take the following Ihe

third and fourth classes read well and seemed to understand what they

read, although the lesson I selected for the latter was on agricultural

chemistry: and again, the convicts in fourth class have been taught some

lessons in agriculture out of Murphy’s class-book, and have answered

very intelligently on them for me."

Assistant

School-

masters'

Reports.
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I observe a marked change for the better in the general demeanor
of the prisoners when in the school-room; few of them have that

scowling look which I heretofore observed, and which indicated the

enmity they bore towards their keepers, and all placed in authority

over them ; this improvement will best appeal’ by the small number of

reports from school during the past twelve months, nor have I found it

necessary, except in very few instances, to withhold good conduct

marks for inattention during business.

I feel that I would but imperfectly discharge my duty, did I not

take this opportunity of expressing my satisfaction at the efficient

manner in which the school warders have from time to time main-

tained order and discipline.

It may seem out of place for me to refer to the education of the men
in the advanced conduct class, who attend school after working horns,

as Mr. Ryan is responsible for their improvement, but that a draft was

removed from D to B Prison in September last ; these I attend to on

three evenings in the week, the other three I assist Mr. Ryan in D
Prison, of whose zeal and co-operation with me in the day school, I

cannot speak too highly. "

The state of the school on tlie 31st of December, 1864, will appear

by the annexed table, which includes the statistics for the year ending

December, 1863:

—

Class. 18G3. 1864.

Beading—
First Book, -

Second Book,
- - 51 27
- - 95 66

Sequel Book, - - 97 107

Third Book, - - - 201 181

Fourth. Book, “ 187 191

Total, - _ 631 572
Writing

—

Unable to write, - - 48 33
Large hand, - - - 12 30
Small hand, - - - 571 509

Total, _ 631 572
Arithmetic—
Making figures, - - - 51 27
Simple rules, - - - 381 334
Compound rules,

Proportion, and above,

- - 63 77
“ 136 134

Total, - - 631 572

The above figures give the numbers on the rolls at the close of each

year, in the day school only, by a comparison of which it will be seen

that the classification is higher in the latter than in the former year.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

Thomas M'Cartan.

Mr. M. Harold, Head Schoolmaster.

Spike Island Convict Prison,

3rd January, 1865.

Sir,—At your desire I have drawn up a report on the D Prison

school for the year 1864, which I now beg to hand you.

My connexion with this school commenced on the 25th June. 1861,

about which time I was removed from Port Camden Intermediate

Prison on the withdrawal of the prisoners. Since then, I have dis-

charged the duties of the trust confided to me, with all the ability I

could command.
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'

-your residence in Spike Island daring the year 1 861, and the two Spike

subsequent years; gave you ample opportunities of informing yourself

on all matters connected with the working of the school for those years, —
and saved me the necessity of making the usual yearly reports. Amitmt

The arrangements for imparting instruction, and the subjects taught-

during the year, were the same as when you were here, with some Repmts.

slight modifications, to meet the altered circumstances.

The hell, which announces the termination of daily labour in Spike,

is the signal for me to proceed to the evening school, in which

I am engaged for two hours. The first half hour is devoted to keeping

accounts of one kind or other, or to preparing for the business of the

ni'dit; after that the prisoners assemble in the school and receive

instructions for un hour and a half. Up to a recent date (the 1 Oth

September last) the men of “ A class’’ were all located in D Prison,

-

and attended school six times a week
;
the number promoted to this

class of late, however, having become so considerable, it was found

necessary to employ two wards of B Prison as auxiliaries to the D.

This change in our topographical arrangements produced the following

change in the school arrangements.
i .

As a teacher could not be spared to attend to the “ A class” m B
Prison every night, it appeared desirable that men selected for this

prison should belong to the same school class
;
accordingly fifty-four

men of the fourth class were sent there, and they receive instructions

from Mr. M'Cartan three times a week for an hour or better each time.

The men of D Prison were divided into two drafts which attend school

in it by rotation; the first draft, comprising the fifth class, at present

eighty strong, on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday evenings, when I

have the assistance of Mr. M'Cartan ;
and the second draft, embracing

the first, second, Sequel and third classes,, on the evenings of Tuesday,

Thursday, and Saturday. This draft is taught by myself, aided by the

monitor, and in point of numbers is about equal to that which Mr.

M'Cartan instructs in B Prison tire same evenings.
n

You can see from the foregoing detail that the men of “ A class

get only half time at school since the date referred to, nevertheless the

change does not act injuriously on the school, as it gives the teachers

an opportunity of attending to all the classes in turn, and affording

them an equal amount of instruction, while, heretofore, the classes

least needing instruction necessarily occupied an undue share of the

teachers’ time. It also, by reducing the nightly attendance, brings

the task of instructing so many persons within the capacity of two

The progress made by the prisoners during the past year, was

very satisfactory; they seemed to take a great interest in improving their

minds. I observed that the deshe for instruction amongst them was

in proportion to their attainments. Those in the lower classes would

be content with being able to read their prayer-books ; those a httle

higher couple the writing of their letters with being able to read an

ordinary book of instruction ;
while those in the higher classes aspire

to the highest branches within our power to impart. Acting on the

old maxim that ,£ knowledge is power,” that study, by euUiyating and

ennobling the mind, begets a degree' of self-respect beneficial to most

men, and that it keeps men closely confined from conspiring against

authority, or from contaminating, each other by the recital of then mis-

spent lives. I took frequent opportunities of impressing on the men,

in a homely way, the importance of education, and have succeeded to

a great extent in creating a taste for it. I assure you that I have often

felt much flattered at observing the perseverance and patient industry
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brought to bear in mastering a knowledge of the branches indicated
in my addresses to them. At ail their lessons the prisoners manifested,
great attention and diligence, with an amount of cheerfulness hardly
to be expected from men deprived of the most cherished gift of nature—liberty.

I have been often struck while walking the prison square in the
silent eve, or in the stillness of a Sabbath, after “lock up,” with the
dead silence which pervaded every place. A stranger observing this,

and being informed that in such a small compass were immured 700
of the greatest desperadoes of the land, would scarcely avoid concluding
that a system which produced such discipline and submission, without
the application of tyranny or undue severity, had attained a degree of

perfection rarely met with amongst human institutions. The very
good conduct of the men may be observed in every department, but
particularly in school, though restraint to a great extent is laid aside.

Here the prisoners are like members of the working class attending
night school after the labours of the day, and I fearlessly assert that

no free men could behave themselves better at school. Only one case

of misconduct in school came under my notice in three years and a

half, and that was a slight case of insolence, which was noticed more
for its example than for its enormity.

The following table shows the classification of the prisoners attending

the evening school on the 31st December, 1864.

Reading— Writing—continued.
First Book, - 1 Large-hand, - 11

Second Book, . - 15 Small-hand, - 165

Sequel Book, . 6
Third Book, _ - 28 Total, - - 178

Fourth Book, . - 51
Fifth Book, -

'

- 77 Arithmetic—
Total, -

— Making figures, - - 1

- - 178 Simple rules, - 57

Compound rules, - - 33

Proportion, and above, - - 87

Writing— —
Unable to vrrite, - 2 Total, - 178

From this table it will be seen that the first class has almost dis-

appeared ; it numbers only one at present, an old man who has stood

the test of seventy winters, and for whom education has now no charms

even if he had capacity to learn. The second class is small too, and

though its members command a degree of longevity to be met with

only in a prison school, they are making great and successful efforts

at reading and writing. The men of Sequel and third classes have

mastered the chief difficulties ofreading and writing, and in the course of

a short time will be able to write their own letters, and to read any book

of the school series. Those belonging to the fourth and fifth classes

compose two-thirds of the entire attendance, and may he considered

as fairly educated. They read the highest class-book published by the

Board of Education, write their own letters, and the majority of them

can work proportion, or short accounts.

In closing this report, I have to acknowledge the valuable, zealous,

and unremitting assistance which I receive from Mr. M‘Cartan in the

evening school, and I believe he can hear testimony to the assistance

which I render him in the day school.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

Thaddeus Evas.

Mr. Michael Harold,

Fort Carlisle,
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MOUNTJOY FEMALE CONVICT PRISON. mooshot
Female
Convict

• - Prison.

The increased length of the sentences that have been passed of —
late years, and the consequent smaller number of discharges, has g^°“
caused an increase in the number of convicts in this prison ; and,

from the same cause, a further increase must be expected, but it

is not anticipated that the number will exceed the accommodation
which the prison affords.

As mentioned in last year’s annual report, an alteration is about

to be made in the main building, the object of which is more com-
pletely to separate the portion of the prison occupied by the

prisoners, who have necessarily passed into associated imprison-

ment from the portion in which the preliminary stage of separate

confinement has undergone, and to render the former more distinct

in its character.

The conduct of the officers of the prison has been generally

satisfactory. It is intended in the present year to erect some
suitable cottages immediately adjoining the prison, to serve as

quarters for matrons of the establishment, and it is expected that

much benefit will be derived from this arrangement.

The prisoners have, with the usual exception of a small class of

violently-disposed womeD, generally conducted themselves satis-

factorily both as regards discipline and industry. The produce

of their labour is shown in the Superintendent’s annexed report.

The Chaplains speak favourably in their reports of the religious

and moral condition of the convicts in the prison, and in the

school, which is carried on as usual with great judgment and at-

tention and success, by the principal schoolmistress, Miss Denvir,

and her assistants.

Although the number of deaths shows an increase in the year

to thirteen (from four in the previous year), the Medical Officer

reports favourably on the general health of the prisoners. No
general change has taken place in the ordinary scale of diet in

use in the prison.

The buildings are all maintained in good order and condition

under the care of the Board of Works. No alterations have been

made during the year, none but ordinary repairs have been ne-

cessary.

The expenses of the prison are given in the appendix to the

annexed report of the Superintendent, and comprise nothing

beyond the ordinary necessary items.

The number of female convicts who have become qualified for

transfer on licence to the refuges of Golden-bridge and Heytes-

bury-street is in the usual proportion, and, as stated in the Direc-

tors’ general observations, the privilege of going to these refuges

is greatly valued by all but the idly disposed, who are well aware

of the character for industrious habits that these establishments

have acquired.
I. S. Whitty, i

P. J. Murray, f

Directors.

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



46 . Eleventh Annual Report of the Directors

Mountjoy
Female
Convict
Prison.

Superinten-
dent's

Report,

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT.

Mountjoy Female Prison,

January 31, 1865.

Gentlemen,—I have the honour to forward to you my annual report

for the year ending the 31st December, 1864.

During the past year there has been no change in the treatment of

the prisoners from that of the preceding years.

The change that has of late gradually taken place in the sentences

of prisoners, by which the old hardened criminal has been made
longer amenable to penal servitude, leaves on our hands a large number
of re-convicted prisoners. The majority of these had not been, as a

rule, well conducted while undergoing their former punishment, and

they come to this prison still more seriously deteriorated by intercourse

with their vicious associates. This renders the close maintenance of

discipline more necessary, while for the enforcement of the prison

rules, with such inmates, it has become more than ever desirable that

those placed over them should be active, intelligent, and capable of in-

spiring respect.

Though a larger number of punishments have been inflicted, the

actual number who underwent these punishments was comparatively

small. The cases are principally those of a class of prisoners whose

tempers are so violent as for the time to be apparently altogether beyond

their control, so much so as to render it necessary on such occasions to

deprive them of all means of injuring either themselves or others. The*

recurrence of such fits of violence of temper appears to me to have a

tendency to weaken the intellect. It often' happens that the prisoner

herself, after punishment, cannot state what has so excited her to the

fearful intensity of passion she has displayed, and will make any pro-

mise of future good conduct. Of the momentary sincerity with which

this promise is made I do not doubt, nevertheless the most trivial,

circumstance may again suffice to" produce a similar paroxysm of anger.

While under punishment the prisoners are daily and separately visited

by the Medical Superintendent.

We still continue to be supplied with needle-work in sufficient quan-

tities to keep the prisoners fully employed. They are generally diligent,

but many are found on them reception into the prison to be utterly

ignorant of all species of sewing ; a good deal of labour and patience

consequently are needed to train them to needle-work of any descrip-

tion.

. The conduct of the officers has -been on the whole satisfactory, con-

sidering that their duties have been very severe, owing to the shortness

of the staff, the increasing number of prisoners, and 'the long illness

of some of the officers. During the year one officer was dismissed for

breach of regulations, one was discharged in consequence of the infirm

state of her health, and one was degraded in rank. The establishment

of the officers’ sick ward has been a great benefit to the really sick,

while it prevents the chance of those complaining who are not so.

The school has worked entirely'to my satisfaction. The prisoners

continue to make a fair progress. With the increasing number of in-

mates the labour of the teachers has become more onerous ;
still I

am glad to be able to report that the same zeal for the improvement

of the prisoners continues to be displayed, while the teachers, -as before,

work in perfect harmony with each other.

The Medical Superintendent has successfully vaccinated all the
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children, and is now going regularly through the adults and vaccinat-

ing any who have not had the cow-pock.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant,

Delia I. Lidwill, Superintendent.

The Directors of Convict Prisons,

Dublin' Castle.

I certify that, to the best of my belief, the rules laid down for the
government of the prison have been complied with in every instance,
except in such cases as have been distinctly reported to or brought
under the notice of a Director or the Visiting Inspector.

Delia I. Ltdwlll, Superintendent.

Statement of Number, of Convicts committed and disposed of
during the year 1864.

In custody on the 1st January, 1864,

Adults.

- 471

Children.

40
Received during the year, - - 165 10
Born in the prison, - - - 6

Total, - - - 636 56

Discharged during the year on completion ofsentence, 4

1

„ on licence, - - - - 4
Sentence commuted on medical grounds, - - 1

Transferred on c ‘ orders of licence”—to Protestant Re-
formatory, 7; to Roman Catholic Refuge, 65, - 72

Transferred to lunatic asylum, - - - l

Died, -------13
132

Children discharged with mothers, - - - -

„ removed by mother’s friends, - -
„ transferred to Roman Catholic Refuge with

mother, - - - - - _
j, transferred to workhouse on death of

mothers, ------
„ died, - - - -

19

Remaining in custody, 31st December, - - 504 37

AGES OF PHISONERS IN CUSTODY (ON
conviction).

15 years and under 20 years, - 26
20 „ 25 „ - 115
25 „ 30 „ - 110
30 „ 35 „ - 83
35 „ 40 „ - 48
40 Jr 45 „ - 54
45 years and upwards, - 68

Total, - - - 504

Age of oldest prisoner on conviction, 71
years.

Age of youngest prisoner on conviction,

15 years.

CONVICTIONS OF PRISONERS IN
CUSTODY.

No. convicted in the year, 1851, -

„ „ 1853, -

„ „ 1855, -

„ 1856, -

„ „ 1857, -

„ „ 1858, -

v „ 1859, -

„ „ i860
,

:

„ „ 1861, -

,, ,, 1862,

„ », 1863, -

,, ,, 1864, -

1

5'

2

1

l
5
7
11

59
119
143
150

Total,

Mountjoy-
Female
Convict
Prison.

Superinten-

dents
Report.
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Mountjoy Sentences of Prisoners.
Female
Convict
Prison.

Transportation, 14 years,

„ 15 „
1

l

Penal Servitude, 8 years,

10 „
4

- 23

Superinten-
dents

Life,

Penal Servitude, 3 years, -

7
- 121 !

;
12 ,,

14 „
1

5

Jiepori. 4 „ -

„ 5 „ -

- 90
- 141 Life,

” -
15 „ 3

2

„ 6 ,, - 18 1

„ 7 „ - - 87
|

Total, .
- - 504

Crimes of Prisoners m Custody.

Administering poison with, intent to

murder, - - - ]

Assault and robbery, - - 3
Assault, - - - 1

Arson, - - - -27
Attempt at arson, - - - 3
Attempt to steal, - - - ]

Burglary, - • - - 9

Burglary and robbery, - 8
Cattle stealing, - - - 1

Forgery, - - - - 2
Felony, - - - -117
Felony and former convictions, - 10
Forcible robbery, - - - 1

Having counterfeit coin in posses-

sion, - - - 1

Having coining tools in possession, 1

Housebreaking, - - - 2

,, and robbery, - 11
Infanticide, - - - 1

Killing Sheep, - - - 1

Larceny, - - - - 73

Larceny from person, - - 27
Larceny and previous convictions

for Felony, - - - 109

Larceny and receiving stolen goods, 2

Murder, - - - 8

Manslaughter, - - -2
Malicious assault, - - -l
Perjury, - - 1

Robbery, - - - 5

Robbery from person, - - 9

Receiving stolen goods, - - 23

Stealing, - - - - 15

Subsequent felony, - - - 18

Sacrilege, - - 1

Shoplifting, - - 1

Sheep stealing, - - - 1

Uttering base coin, - - - 3

Vagrancy, - - - - 3

Wounding with intent to murder, - r

Total, - - - 504

Statement of the Estimated Value of Prisoners’ Labour for the year ended
•

31st December, 1864,

How employed.

Average
No. of

Prisoners
employed daily.

Estimated

Value of the

Work per-

formed.

Sewing, knitting, and embroidering (Prison materials), ) (

£ s. <L

280 11 9

Sewing for shops (38,277 shirts made),
Making and repairing matrons’ uniform,
Washing prisoners’ clothing, bedding, &c.,

„ for Mountjoy Male Prison, -

> 361-
-j

|
f

396 8 11

4 5 0

503 4 3

149 2 l

„ for Smitlifield Prison, -

„ for Government Prisons’ Office,

„ for some Officers of the Prison,
Cooking, nursing, cleaning prison, picking fibre, in

i

26 ’
i

22 5 8

7 12 6

17 18 4

the garden, and monitresses in the schools, for 304
working days, at 8d, per day, -

(• 62* 628 5 4

Total, - - 449* 2,009 13 10

[Abstract.
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Abstract of Expenses for the Year ended 31st December, 1864.

Heads of Service. Amount Paid.

Salaries, -

Rations to Officers,

Uniforms for Officers,

Victualling prisoners,

Clothing ,,

Bedding ,,

Medicines and Surgical Instruments,
Medical Comforts,
Clothing and travelling expenses of

ation, -

Gratuities to prisoners, -

Furniture and fittings, -

Kitchen utensils, cutlery, &c., -

Fuel and light, -

Washing and repairs of linen,

Soap, scouring and cleauing articles,

Brushes, brooms, and mops.
Funeral expenses,
Various small disbursements,
Rent, rates, and taxes, -

Total, -

Mountjoy
Female
Convict

£ s. d. Prison.
'

- - 2,872 13 5 —
- - 280 0 8 Superinten-

- _ 63 9 8 dent's

- - 3,378 9 3 Report,

- - 825 18 O
- - 17 9 9

,
- 124 19 2

• - • 127 16 8
1

prisoners on liber-

- - 235 1 1

- _ 276 9 7
- - 54 1 8
- - 36 0 7
- - 571 8 10
- - 307 6 0
- - 92 17 3
- - 41 7 6
- _ 20 2 O
- _ 101 O 2
- - 165 7 10

- - 9,591 19 0

MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. Medical
Officer's

37, Fitzwilliam-square, January, 1865. Report.

„ Gentlemen,

—

I have the honour to forward my report of the Mount-
joy Female Prison for the year 1804, and on referring to the following

tables, and taking into consideration the large number confined, and
the delicate condition of many of the prisoners on reception, I think its

sanitary state may be deemed highly satisfactory.

Number of patients in hospital 1st January, 1864, - - 29
Number admitted up to 3i?t December, 1864, - 505

Total, - - - - 534

Discharged during the year,

Died, - - - -

Remaining in hospital on 31st December, 1864,

- 489
- 13

Number and Causes of Deaths during the year.

§!?
05

Initials.

•

Received in Prison.
Admitted to

Hospital.
Date of Death. Disease.

1131 M.O. 23 April, 1863, 21 May, 1863, 12 Jan., 1864, Gangrene,
1070 a. c. 19 Jan., 1863, 6 Aug., i 863, 26 Feb., 1864, Dropsy.

457 H.B. 26 July, 1856. 22 May, 1864, 27 May, 1864, Pneumonia.
708 A.M‘G. 13 July, 1860

,
29 Fell., 1864, 18 July, 1864, Consumption.

1210 A.R. 4 Nov., 1863, 20 May, 1 864, 7 Aug., 1864, Consumption.
1236 B.D. 18 Jan., 1864, 30 Jan., 1864, 3 Sept., 1864, Peritonites.

1060 A.R. 10 Nov., 1862
,

16 May, 1864, 12 Sept., 1864, Cancer.

871 E.M. 28 Oct., 1861
,

20 Aug., 1864, 21 Sept., 1864, Consumption.

1317 B.B. 5 July, 1864, 5 July, 1864, 27 Sept, 1864, Dropsy.

974 S.H. 4 July, 1862, 6 Sept., 1864, 2 Oct., 1864, Diarrhoea.

1198 C.B. 29 Oct., 1863, 10 July, 1864, 20 Oct., 1864, Cardiac diseases.

1002 A.M. 23 July, 1862, 13 July, 1864, 13 Nov., 1864, Consumption.

811 M.B. 12 Aug., 1861, 9 March, 1864, 19 Nov., 1864, Cancer.

P
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Lunatics sent to Asylum during tlie year.

Rccolvod in •

Prison,
"Sis

&
Initials. Date of conviction.

Wlioro
convictod.

|

Asylum sont to. Unto sent.

1134 C.O’B., 19 May, 1863, 12 May, 1863, Dublin, Dundrum, 29 Dec., 3 664.

Mountjoy
Female
Govern-
ment

Prison.

Medical
Officer’s

Report.

Diseases of those admitted
Disease of kuee, _ 1
Asthma, _ _ 6
Syphilis, - _ _ 15
Sore throats, _ _ 21
Scurvy, . _ _ 13
Swelled legs, _ _ 4
Ulcer of palate, _ 2
Haemorrhoids, _ _ 5
Sprains, _ _ 7
Fever, _ _ 6
Stricture of rectum. _ _ 3
Gonorrhcea, _ _ J1
Sore legs, -

*

» 5
Fistula in ano, _ _ _ 2
Parturition, _ _ 10
Rheumatism, _ _ _ 23
Bronchitis, - _ _ _ 18
Erysipelas, - _ _ 5
For observation, _ _ 12
Dislocation, _ _ _ 2
Diarrhoea, - _ . 48
Colic, - - - 41

to Hospital during the year.

Debility, -

Jaundice, -

Dropsy, -

Cancer, - -

Palpitatio, -

Haemoptysis,
Consumption,
Ophthalmia,
Hysteria,
Epilepsy, -

Scrofula, -

Abscess, -

Pleuritis, -

Gastrodynia,
Bilious attacks,
Chlorosis, -

Lumbago, -

Pneumonia,
Feverish attacks,

Total,

- 15

- 4

- 6

- 4

- 7

- 20

- 17

- 11

- 13

- 9

- 21

- 4

- 5

- 19

- 27

- 3

- 11

- 3

- 46

- 505

There have been 3,823 cases of illness in the cells and hospital wards
of the prison. Daily visits were paid to prisoners in punishment. Ten
births occurred during the year

; four children were still-bom.
It will be seen that the causes of death in the above thirteen cases

which occurred during the year arose for the most part from diseases

in themselves incurable, such as pulmonary consumption, cancer,

dropsy, and cardiac disease
; but two of them resulting from acute

affections, and none from fever or any epidemic. The number, how-
ever, -admitted to hospital and treated as externs is undoubtedly much
larger than in previous years, and comprises many chronic cases, several

of whom have been delicate and infirm from the period of their recep-

tion in the prison, requiring constant medical surveillance. Scrofulous
taint of constitution being present to a greater or less extent in the

great majority of this class, I have found it absolutely necessary to

order, in many cases, increase of animal and other food, and in some
few instances even stimulants, to enable them to undergo their im-

prisonment without serious injury. Those who arrive at the prison in

good bodily health, without scrofulous taint, generally preserve it un-

injured either by the long imprisonment and discipline they have to

undergo, or by the prison dietary which, with few exceptions, appears

to be sufficient for them. I need not say that a change is only made
when, on careful examination, the Medical Officer expresses his opinion

of its’ necessity. The effects of solitary confinement and punishment
diet on those subject to it for offences committed in the prison have

been carefully and anxiously watched, especially as regards those of

weak and broken constitutions, each such prisoner being daily visited

and examined by me in her cell whilst undergoing punishmeii^which
is remitted or modified on my written recommendation.
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The hospital of the prison is attended with the utmost solicitude by Moustjot
tt . l- - ~j. j ~„i,i ~ +n del- Female

Miss Hayes, who is most indefatigable in her attention to the sick

placed under her charge, and affords me all the assistance in her power pWSON.

in the arduous duties I have to perform.
Medical

Officer's

Awly Bason.
B 1>0H '

X have the honour to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant.

The Directors of Government Prisons,

Dublin Castle.

PKOTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S BEPOKT.

Dublin, 35, Nelson-street,

March, 1865.

Gentlemkn,—The duties of the Protestant Chaplain have been dis-

charged by me, as detailed to you in former reports, during the pastyear

in the Mountjoy Female Convict Prison. Every facility in this way is

afforded to me by every officer with whom I am associated. I am happy

in being able to say that the conduct of the women removed to our refuge

has been exemplary. We have little difficulty in finding situations for

those willing to accept them after due detention, and we receive satis-

factory accounts of many who have passed through the institution.

I am your obedient servant,

David Stdakt, Protestant Chaplain.

The Directors of Convict Prisons,

Dublin Castle.

Protestant

Chaplain's

Report.

BOMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAINS' EEPOBT.

55, Eccles-street, January 10, 1865.

Gentlemen,—I have the honour to submit my report of the Mount-

joy Female Prison for the year ending 31st December, 1864.

In doing so it is my pleasing duty to inform yon that the conduct of

the prisoners has been, on the whole, satisfactory, and that they had,

with their wonted docility, attended to our instructions, and availed

themselves at the appointed times of the ministrations of our holy

religion presented to them through our ministry.

Regarding the order and discipline of the prison, I cannot say that

we have anything in particular to observe, inasmuch as the affairs of

the institution are carried on in the same way, and our relations, as far

as we come in contact with the various departments of the prison,

remain unaltered.

We have indeed entertained the opinion for some time that the re-

formation of the prisoners would he more successfully secured if the

infliction of punishment were less frequent, and limited to more serious

offences, as by experience we find that the penal cells only serve to

irritate them, and have the effect of debarring them from the sacra-

ments, which are the chief means by which they can be reclaimed.

You will not understand me, gentlemen, to advocate the total aboli-

tion of the penal cells, or the suppression of every kind of punishment;

blit I dp not think it wise that for trivial faults, and for a momentary

outburst of temper, they should be condemned to the penal cells. We
d 2
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are persuaded that the prisoners will derive no benefit from such a
course, and while the discipline of the prison is not promoted by indis-
criminate punishment, our exertions to reform those who are thus
punished, to a great extent are undoubtedly rendered ineffectual.

I would not take the liberty of directing your attention to this mat-
ter were I not convinced that the system of punishment referred to is

the great difficulty we have to contend with in the discharge of our

duties, and I may add that I would not say a word about it now did I

not believe that you have both the power and the will to introduce a

more humane system which would banish all abuses on this head.
I take this opportunity of thanking you for the circular which you

kindly directed to be sent to me, in which you state that “ you consider

it necessary to call the attention of the Governors or Superintendents

of the Convict Prisons to the importance of their constantly watching

to prevent any but the strictly legitimate employment of both officers

and prisoners in the establishments under their charge.’’ I fully re-

cognise the importance of this circular, and while I admire your dis-

cretion in overlooking pn.st abuses on this head, I beg to observe that

your care and vigilance will be usefully employed in seeing that for the

future the instructions of the circular shall be strictly attended to. By

this means another difficulty will be removed in the discharge of our

duties towards the prisoners.

Having said so much on two points to which duty alone prompted

me to call your attention, you will allow me to assure you that the

good feeling which has always subsisted between us and the officers,

and which is so essential to the proper and effective management of

so large an establishment, has not in any way been diminished, and I

have to thank the officers of the various departments of the prison for

their civility and the valuable aid afforded to us in the discharge of our

duties.

The sick in the hospital are special objects of our solicitude, and I

am happy to bear willing testimony to the kind and considerate man-

agement of that department by the excellent matron who is charged

with it, and who, as I mentioned in former reports, has gained the

affection and secured the blessings of those intrusted to her care. In

addition to the many claims of gratitude which by their frequent visits

and excellent instructions the Sisters of Mercy have especially on us who

are charged with the spiritual interests of the female convicts, they

have this year established another by kindly undertaking to visit our

hospital to instruct and console the sick prisoners during their illness.

It is impossible for me to estimate the signal services of the good

sisters and the amount of good effected by their exertions in behalf of

the prisoners. It has been well observed that respect is naturally in-

spired by the state and station of the nuns, affection is easily won where

Christian charity and devotion are so manifest. The sisters can find a

way to the poor sinner’s heart, which the most experienced matron

might seek in vain, and the well-known disinterestedness with which

they perform all their labours, has a most wonderful power in control-

ling and directing all who come under their care.

The schools continue to be well conducted, as you may perceive from

the favourable reports of the District Inspector, and indeed as the

high attainments of Miss Denvir and her assistants might lead you to

expect. They are fully competent to fulfil the duties of the position

which has been assigned to them.
Before I close this report you will allow me to thank you for the

books which you so kindly supplied for the benefit of the prisoners last
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year. They will, I am sure, derive great advantage from their perusal, Mountjoy

as they have always evinced a great desire to read boohs of a religious
convict

character. Prison.

I have the honour to he your obedient servant, „
Jtoman

J.AMES Murray. Catholic

The Directors of Convict Prisons, Chaplains'

Dublin Castle.
Sep°r‘

'

Mountjoy Female Prison,

January 5, 1865.

Gentlemen,—The attention you pay to the interests of this prison

must leave but little not fully known to you for the report I have the

honour of submitting. I have much pleasure in stating that nothing
has occurred, in my opinion, during the year past to weaken confidence

in the penitential spirit of those entrusted to Dr. Murray’s ministry or

to mine. My opinion is the result of close observation and anxious

care, and one I am not disposed to change, inasmuch as prisoners are

unavoidably sent to penal cells. The unhappy prisoners so sent are

comparatively few. Some are of questionable sanity, and such as are

of sound mind become docile in the bands of the kind and considerate

matron who superintends their ward. My duties are unchangeable in

discharging the important one of instruction. I have impressed on
the minds of the prisoners and of the officers within my hearing, that

all who love order and prize salvation respect truth ;
that it is an at-

tribute of the Supreme Being, and should be uttered in its simplicity

and in its sacredness. Such teaching has effected good. The prisoners

in general do not violate truth. You receive it from them in course

of your inquiries, and this is the reason, I presume, that occasionally

you consider admonition sufficient without punishment, and that your

acts are distinguished by wisdom, teaching all emphatically, though
silently, that the convict system means to save, not to destroy. It is

understood that you are disposed to recommend an addition to the

prison staff. In this I would rejoice, as small classes are favourable to

discipline, and discipline predisposes for religious influence. In your
selection from applicants an impartial judgment will, I am persuaded,

be exercised
; but with the view to secure good officers to the prison,

the disposition and temper of candidates during the probationary period

of six months should, I venture to suggest, be attended to. The neces-

sity is obvious. No one of undisciplined mind need hope to afford the

smallest aid in reclaiming the vicious or in subduing the impetuous.

An officer of ungovernable temper is unsuited to an institution like this.

The duties of the officers are indeed irksome, their responsibility im-

mense, and hence their claim on your kindest consideration. In their

reports, the officers, I take leave to remark, should give the doubt in

favour of the prisoners, for three reasons, namely—First, the punish-

ment is severe ; secondly, to report positively against a prisoner and a

doubt existing is not reporting simply the truth; and thirdly, to punish

the innocent even in mistake is to impede the penitent in her course,

and often to cast her into despair. Imperfect virtue is not adequate to

enable prisoners to endure in a religious spirit anything beyond just

and merited punishment.
I have received your circular making it imperative on Superintendents

and others to watch to prevent any but the strictly legitimate employ-

ment of both officers and prisoners. The employment you prohibit
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would cause many irregularities, render the prisoners regardless of
truth, and make them fear the displeasure of those having charge of
them much more than to offend God. The school is admirably con-
ducted, the hospital well cared, and our eminent physician is unceasing
in his attention to the sick and dying. With regard to other depart
ments, as they are not within the range of my duty, I deem it becoming
to withhold the opinions I entertain.

°

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, your very faithful servant,

Luke Dempsey, R. C. Chaplain.

The Directors of Convict Prisons,

Dublin Castle.

PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT.

45, Eccles-street, Dublin.

31st January, 1865.

Gentlemen,—It becomes my duty, which I discharge with pleasure,

to furnish a brief report for the year lately ended, the sixth of my
service as Presbyterian Chaplain in this prison.

I have had a larger number of prisoners tban in any former year;

and I have peculiar gratification in saying that I have had a higher
average of good conduct, attentive and intelligent waiting upon instruc-

tion, and generally hopeful demeanour than in any former year. Two
of the prisoners have, during the year, become entitled to go to the

Reformatory, where I have visited them, and where their conduct has
been eminently satisfactory. A third is entitled to it, but by some
mental peculiarities is unfitted for living there

;
hut her conduct here

is unexceptionable. A fourth, I have reason to hope, will become
entitled to the same privilege in a few months. In her case I am
particularly interested, as she is the only prisoner in my care, who has

been here before.

The services conducted during the year are the following. At eight

o’clock on Sabbath morning Divine service is held, and there could

not be more sober, serious, and attentive hearers than are the prisoners.

An hour’s religious instruction is given during the week; the

engagements being very various. The Catechism of the General
Assembly is learnt with care by the prisoners generally. Portions of

scripture are read, and the prisoners examined upon them. Selections

from interesting and profitable books are read to them. I have
frequently, and I conceive with great advantage to the prisoners, intro-

duced narratives, incidents, and poetry of a general kind. The mono-
tony of mind, ofwhich partially educated persons in their circumstances
must he the subjects, is thus healthily disturbed; and an appeal made
to whatever good natural feeling remains within them. I have found
for example the whole class weeping during the reading of “ The Queen
of the May;” and I have seen how even the most reckless have some
remaining principle of good to which truth, and above all Divine truth,

may appeal.

Conversation with individual prisoners as occasion requires, visits to

the penal cells when prisoners are there, and to the hospital in case of

sickness, complete the list of my duties. During the year I have had
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very frequent visiting to the hospital from a long and severe illness of Mountjoy

one prisoner, and the general ill health of another confined for life.

In conclusion I have pleasure in recording my sense of the invari- Prison.

able good feeling and cordiality with which every officer in the prison —

—

has afforded me such, aid and co-operation as my duties as a Chaplain
rendered necessary. On this subject I have nothing whatever to desire ; Chaplain's

and I have no doubt that the general success of this prison is attribut- Report.

able in great measure, under the Divine blessing, on the effort to

combine reformation with penal treatment, to the maintenance of

a thorough good understanding among all who are engaged in adminis-

tering the system under the eyes of the prisoners.

I am, gentlemen, your very obedient servant,

<J. Hall, Presbyterian Chaplain.

To the Directors of Convict Prisons,

Dublin Castle.

SCHOOLMISTRESS’S REPORT. schod-
mistress's

Mountjoy Female Prison, Report*

10th Januaiy, 1865.

Gentlemen,—I beg leave to submit, for your inspection, .my report

on the educational department of the Mountjoy Female Prison,.for the

past twelve months, ending December 81st, 1864.

The school register, I regret to say, has recently contained an
unusually large amount of names (at present over five hundred)
so that the labour has been necessarily very great; however it is

gratifying to he able to add that the improvement made by the prisoners

has been quite as satisfactory as that stated in any previous report.

This being the case shows that the pupils must, in most instances,

have availed themselves of the opportunities now happily afforded them
of retrieving the past by improving those minds where ignorance has
had such fatal influence.

As the Board of Education has already furnished you with a detailed

account of the several classes, the subjects taught therein, and the

numbers contained in each, it is unnecessary for me to repeat these

matters.

I feel happy in reporting that the prisoners, with few exceptions,

have shown die greatest docility and readiness to obey their teachers;

and in reference to the latter, I must state , that though their labours

have been great their alacrity in giving me every possible assistance

has been most praiseworthy.

I have merely to add that your circular respecting prohibited work
has been signed by me; and I hope always to respect the obligation

which it imposes.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,

M-asy Denveb, Head Schoolmistress.

To the Directors of Convict Prisons,

Dublin Castle.
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p®ldmd SMITHFIELD AND LUSK INTERMEDIATE PRISONS.
Lusk

Interme-
DIATE

Prisons. _—
,

liiere is nothing of any special nature to report upon in con-

Htpon™ nexion with the Intermediate Prisons for the past year.
They continue to fulfil satisfactorily their object (as expressed

by their name) of preparing the convicts for the transition from
the more strictly penal discipline of ordinary prisons to a state
of conditional liberty on discharge.
The prisoners have, with scarcely any exceptions, been indus-

trious and orderly, and have made satisfactory use of the advan-
tages that these prisons have afforded for their improvement in

labour as tradesmen or otherwise, and in mental training and
school instruction ; and the chaplains have made favourable
reports of their attention to religious instruction and duties.
The health of the prisoners has been carefully attended to by

Dr. Quinlan, whose report is annexed.
Mr. Bradfield, as superintendent of the Smithfield and Lusk

Prisons, has maintained a satisfactory state of discipline
; and the

conduct of his subordinate discipline officers is favourably reported
on by him.

Mr. Organ, the lecturer at both these prisons, continues to
exercise a beneficial influence on the men under his instruction,
and is well assisted by Mr. Dwyer, the Registrar, in his important
duties in the Smithfield Prison; the insight obtained by Mr.
Organ into the characters of the men who, after passing through
Smithfield and Lush remain, on discharge, in the Dublin District,

is of great value in enabling him, as Inspector of Released Convicts,
to deal with them after their release, both as regards supervi-
sion and obtaining for them suitable employment. His unwearied
exertions for both these objects have been recorded in previous
annual reports, and still deserve the same favourable mention.
The prisoners employed on the farm at Lusk under the charge,

as regards discipline, of principal warder Gunning, and as regards
work, of Mr. Gallagher, Superintendent of Drainage, have main-
tained the

.

character for order and willing industry which has
been so satisfactory in previous years

;
and they have been atten-

tive to the instruction • of Mr. Daly, who attends to the school
arrangements after the hours of labour.
The buildings are in good order, and have required no particular

amount of repair.

The expenses have been only those actually necessary, and are

detailed in the Superintendent’s annexed report.

I. S. Whitty,
P. J. Murray, |

Directors.
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PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Smith-

29, Trinity College, Dublin, ^Ltok*
1*

XOtli January, 1865. Interme-

Gentlemen,—I have little to add to my reports of preceding years, prisons.

The services of the church have been regularly performed and the —
sacraments duly administered. The demeanour of the prisoners

i^plaln'i
during Divine service and at my visits during the week, has continued Report,

to be uniformly excellent
;
I have not had a single occasion to admi-

nister a reproof during the whole year. I ought to say that on all

occasions and at all times I have experienced the greatest courtesy at the

hands ofthe Superintendent and all officials connected with the prison.

The longer I am acquainted with the working of the Irish convict,

system and its results, the more I am persuaded of its efficacy and
excellence. I have known of no instance of relapse among those

prisoners who were more particularly under my observation, while I

can cite numerous cases of complete and lasting reformation.

I am, Mr. Chairman and Directors, yours faithfully and obediently,

George B. Wheeler, a.m., Chaplain of Smithfield Prison.

To the Chairman and Directors of

Convict Prisons, Ireland.

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Roman

St. Paul’s, Arran-quay, cfupiafo’s

January, 1865. Repoit.

Gentlemen,—In submitting my report on the Smithfield Intermedi-

ate Prison for the year 1864, I have only to repeat what I said in my
last report, as everything continues to go on in the same way, but the

attendance of the prisoners to their religious duties was not as frequent

as desirable. The number of deaths during the year was greater than

usual, but all received the last sacraments. The same good feeling

exists amongst all the officials of the prison.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant,

John O’Hanlon, R. C. Chaplain.

The Directors of Convict Prisons,

Dublin Castle,

PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Pmty-

37, Montpelier-hill, Dublin, captain's

January, 1865. Report.

Gentlemen,

—

It affords me great pleasure to be able to report most

favourably of the general condition of Smithfield Intermediate Prison.

Every effort is made on"the part of the Governor, his deputy, and all

the subordinate officials to render effective the mode of preventive and

reformatory discipline pursued under the painstaking directory to whom
the working of the system has-been wisely intrusted.

Whilst I have given,“as a matter of duty, special attention to the

prisoners who _are immediately under my care, I have looked with

considerable satisfaction on the orderliness, industry, cleanliness, and

respectfulness of, I may say, all the prisoners. My unbiassed judg-

ment is, that facts justify the expectations which were entertained by
those in whose wisdom the benevolent, but far from too lenient system,

originated.
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I have regularly performed Divine service on each Sabbath. The
deepest attention was given to all my instructions. Occasionally

during the week I have formed the prisoners under my care into a

class, and have heard them read, and questioned them as to their

knowledge of the subjects under consideration. In these exercises

they take great delight. They can all read, and are generally more
than of average intelligence. Several instances of undisguised penitence

have come under my notice ; and I have heard the resolutions made

of amendment of life in the event of once more returning to freedom.

I have seen some of the prisoners who have obtained their liberty,

and I have been gladdened by their appearance and conduct. Who
could discover in the decently dressed, industrious, well-conducted,

and trusted man, the once accused, condemned, and fettered felon ?

Such instances are the best apologies for a system that only requires

to be rightly worked to prove eminently successful.

I am, gentlemen, yours truly,

S. G. Morrison, Chaplain of Smithfield Intermediate Prison.

The Directors of Convict Prisons,

Dublin Castle.

MEDICAL OFFICEE’S EEPOET.
Intermediate Convict Prison, Smitbfield,

January 10th, 1865.

Gentlemen,

—

X have the honour to submit the usual annual report

of the sanitary condition of this prison, and of the branch prison at

Lusk, during the past year.

The information relative to the period extending from Jammy 1st

to March 22nd is derived from the statistics of my predecessor the late

Dr. Thomas Brady.

The number of prisoners admitted into hospital during the past

year was as follows :

—

Prisoners in hospital on January 1st, 1864, - - - 4

„ admitted during the year 1864, - 123

The following is a classified list of the diseases under which these

patients laboured :

—

Accidental injuries,

Ague, -

Bronchitis, -

Colic, - .

Diarrhoea, -

Dyspepsia, -

English cholera,

Eever, -

Heart disease,

Influenza, - -

Inflammation of the ear, -

„ the knee joint,

These patients were disposed of in the following manner :

—

Discharged cured, - - - - -115
Died, -------2
Remaining in hospital upon December 31st, 1864, - 10

127

Of the two patients who died, the first was T. M. [No* 1772]^ aged

fifty-eight, who suffered from chronic disease of the heart, and died of

bronchitis on February 8th, 1864. The second was an old, deformed,

Neuralgia, - - -

Ophthalmia,
Pulmonary consumption, -

Paralysis, -

Piles, -

Pneumonia,
Retention of urine,

Rheumatism,
Skin disease, -

Tape worm.
Tumours, -

Ulcers, - - -

Wry-neck, -
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and broken-down man, W. W. [No. 1981] aged sixty-four, who, after Smith-

suffering from repeated attacks of bronchitis, died of that disease upon FI

Ŝ̂

D

December 22nd, after an illness of twelve days. Interme-
The great bulk of the diseases above enumerated consists of cases p

D1A™
of bronchitis and influenza. Many of these cases were slight, and

IUS0XS-

might possibly have been treated out of hospital. I am convinced, Medical

however, that in many of them serious if not fatal results were pre- 9Pcefs

vented by early admission into hospital, and consequent speedy cure.
epQ *

This great amount of bronchitis and influenza was due to the extreme
severity of the weather, and the constant alternations of temperature
experienced during the earlier part of last year.

In addition to exercising a general supervision I have made the

usual monthly inspections of the prisoners both here and at Lusk; and
have found them, their clothes and bedding comfortable and well

attended to ; the prison, including the cells, workshops, hospital, cook-

house, &c., has been kept scrupulously clean and neat; the same
remark applies to the huts, &c., at Lusk. I have from time to time

examined the food, both cooked and uncooked, and found it of good

quality and well prepared. I have introduced the pratice of daily test-

ing with the lactometer the milk supplied to Smithfield. This has

been attended with excellent results.

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant,

Francis B. Quinlan, m.d., t.c.d., Medical Superintendent.

To the Directors of Convict Prison.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. Superintend

Smithfield Intermediate Prison, Report

10th January, 1865.

Gentlebien,—I have the honour of submitting to you my report, with

statistical returns on this and the Lusk Branch Prison, for the year 1864.

The conduct of the prisoners in general has been most satisfactory,

there having been only five violations of the rules, or abuses of the

privileges granted to prisoners in these prisons. For these offences the

delinquents were remanded to the Mountjoy Prison, but after a short

probation there, two of them were permitted to return here again, as

they manifested regret for their offences, and gave satisfactory proofs

of amendment; and I am glad to be able to report that their subsequent

conduct here showed that they deserved the privilege.

The offences for which these prisoners were removed were not

serious ; but in an establishment of this kind, where there is less

restraint than in an ordinary prison, the smallest violation of rule is

visited by the removal of the offender.

The employment of the prisoners has been the same as in previous

years, the labours on the farm at Lusk, and in the gardens at the

Mountjoy Prison, and the tradesmen (tailors, shoemakers, carpenters,

blacksmiths, &c., &c.) at their respective trades here. The earnings

show a very fair return, as will be seen by the statement annexed

to this report

The conduct of the subordinate officers has been satisfactory, save in

one case where it was necessary to inflict a fine for being late for duty.

The buildings of this prison continue in good condition. Incidental

repairs are executed by the prisoners themselves, with very few excep-

tions, such as gasfittings, &c., which are always repaired by the Board

of Works.
_ , , .

The buildings at Lusk also continue in good condition. As noticed
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in my last report, the stone-breaking shed, then in process of erection
there, has been completed, and employment is thus secured for the
prisoners on wet days. A new wash-house has also been erected there
during the year, and an addition made to the stable and cow-house in
order to provide suitable accommodation for the increased number of
cattle.

A moveable iron house has been transferred from the Pkilipstown
Prison, where it formerly served as a cook-house, and is now in course
of erection.

These works have been all performed by convict labour, under the
superintendence oftwo efficient trades’warders (a mason and a carpenter).

The farm continues to be cultivated exclusively by the convicts,
who give satisfaction to the officers placed over them.
The draining of the commons is nearly completed, and the crops,

wheat, oats, potatoes, hay, &c., raised during the year were very good,
and secured in good condition

; a considerable portion of these crops
was raised off what was formerly common land and uncultivated.
As noticed in former reports, one of the prisoners still continues to

discharge the duties of prison messenger, and I feel pleasure in bearing
testimony to the satisfactory conduct of all the prisoners selected for

this duty during the year.

The principal warder and superintendent of drainage at Lusk, con-

tinue to discharge their duties efficiently.

I visit tins prison frequently, and on each occasion submit my report

to you.

I also visited the prisoners employed in garden-class at Mountjoy
occasionally.

Tile religious, sanitary, and educational departments of both prisons
will be reported on by those gentlemen to whom they respectively belong.

Early in the year death deprived us of the services of the then
medical officer, Doctor Brady. He has been succeeded by Doctor
Quinlan, who is zealous and regular in the discharge of his duties.

Two deaths occurred in this prison during the year.

There were no attempts at escape.

The Registrar, Mr. Dwyer, continues to afford me that valuable assist-

ance and co-operation I noticed in former reports.

I certify that the rules laid down for the government of these prisons

have been complied with, except in such cases as have been brought
under the notice of the Directors.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant,

W. Beadfiuld, Superintendent.

The Directors of Convict Prisons.

Statements of the Number of Convicts in custody, committed, and disposed of,

for one year, ending 31st December, 1864.

In custody, 1st January, 1864, - 84
Received from Spike Island Prison, - - - 191
Received from Mountjoy Prison, - - - 18— 209

Total, - - 293
How disposed of:

—

Removed to Mountjoy Male Prison, - - - 5
Died, - -- .- -- 2
Released on orders of licence, - - - - 1 92
Discharged on commutation of sentence, - - 1

200

In custody, 1st January, 1865, - • 92
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1

Ages on Reception of the Prisoners received during the year.

16 years and under 20 years, - 7
20 „ „ 30 „ - - 143
30 „ „ 40 ,,

- - 40
40 „ „ 50 „ - 9
50 ,, ,, 60 „ - 8
60 and upwards, 2

Total, - - - ‘209

Sentences of the Prisoners received during the year.

3 years’ penal servitude, - - - 110

4 „ „ ... 51

6 „ . „ - - - 11

7 „ „ ... 17

8 ,, i,
* * — 1

10 „ „ - 17

Total, - - - 209

Chimes of the Prisoners received during the year.

Assault and robbery, -

„ grievous, - - - -

,, malicious,------
Arson, -------
Assaulting habitation, -

Burglary, -------
„ and larceny,

„ and previous conviction, -

„ and robbery, -

Bigamy, -------
Coining, -------
Cattle stealing and former conviction, -

Cow stealing, ------
Felony, - -

„ and previous conviction, -

Forgery, -------
Fraud, and obtaining money under false pretences,

Highway robbery,------
Housebreaking, ------
Horse stealing, ------
Larceny, -------

„ from the person, - -

,, and previous conviction, -

,, and assault,

Malicious injury to machinery, -

Manslaughter, -
.

-

Picking pockets, - -

Placing a piece of wood on a railway, -

Stealing Post-office letters, contents, &c.,

Sheep stealing, ------
Subsequent felony, -

Stealing money and former conviction, -

,, goats, - - - -

„ a donkey and cart, -

Sacrilege, -------
Receiving stolen goods, - -

Rape, - - -

Robbery, -------
„ with violence, -

Wounding, *

Uttering forged cheque,

4
II

6
5
7

23
3

1

9

2

3
1

2

1

2
J

1

6
3
2

22
11
21

1

1

5
5
1

5
7
5
1

1

1

1

7
2
1

2
2

1

198

Smith-
FIELD AND
Lusk

Interme-
diate

Prisons.

Superinten-

dent's

Report.
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Smith-
field and

Lusk
Interme-
diate

Prisons.

Superinten-

dent's

Report.

Military Offences.

Violence to superior officer, and making away with, necessaries, 1

Violence to superior officer, - - - - -3
Desertion, and making away with necessaries, - - 4
Desertion, --------2

,, and striking superior officer, - - - 2

,, and fraudulently obtaining free kit and bounties, - l

13

Total, - - 209

Account showing the value of Productive Labour of Prisoners for the year

ending 31st December, 1864.

Trades. Amount. Remarks.

Tailoring, -

.£ s. d.

139 13 1

Shoemaking, 62 7 9 Daily averagenumber at Smithfield, 44

Carpentry, - 55 6 8 Do. do., Lusk, - 55

Tinsmiths, - 15 7 2 —
Matmaking, 4 4 6 99

Netmaking, 9 3 2 Less sick, - - - - 8

Blacksmiths, 22 12 6 —
Brushmaking,

Seventeen prisoners, viz.,

labourers attheMountjoy
Prisons, fatigue duty in

thisprison, cooking,mess-
ing, cleaning prison,

pumping water, painting,

messenger, picking fibre,

&c., fifty-two weeks, at

2 0 0

310 14 10

91

Average earnings of each effective prl-

9s.,

Fifty-five labourers drain-

ing, subsoiling, and gene-
ral farm work, at 9s.,

Total,

397 16 0

1,287 0 0

1,995 10 10

soner, £21 18s. 6d.

Abstract of Expenditure under tbe several beads of service, for tbe year ending

31st December, 1864.

Hoads of Servioo. •
* Amount,

Salaries, -

Rations to officers and allowances in lieu tbei

Uniforms for officers, -

Victualling prisoners, -

Clothing ,,

Bedding ,,

Medicines and surgical instruments,

Medical comforts, extras for sick,

Furniture and fittings, -

Kitchen utensils, cutlery, &c., -

Fuel and light, -

Ordinary repairs, buildings,

Washing and repairs of linen,

Soap, scouring and cleaning articles,

Brushes, brooms, and mops.
Funeral expenses, inquests, &c.,

Contingencies, various small disbursements,

Bent, rates, and taxes, -

Total, -

£ s. d.

- 1,440 16 4

3of, - 111 13
;

7

- - 62 7 1

. - 958 0 1

. 459 18 10
. - 9 17 2
. - 25 9 10
- - 25 0 2
_ - 8 17 1

_ - 8 17 0
_ _ 59 1 0
_ - 94 8 7

. - 14 10 7
_ _ 10 16 0
_ . 16 3 10

_ _ 1 0 6

_ 212 10 7

- - 10 0 0

- - 3,529 8 3

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 63

In addition to these payments the following items have been, for the convenience

of the service, paid from this establishment, through which the great majority of

the convicts are discharged :

—

Gratuities of 193 convicts, earned in the Convict Prisons during the

whole period of their sentences, -

Clothing on discharge, and travelling expenses of 193 convicts to

their homes, - - -

Total, -

Smith-
FIEI.D AND
Lusk

Interme-
diates

£987 4 8 Prisons.

499 19 2 Superinten-

, dent's

‘1,487 2 0 Report.

LECTURER’S REPORT.

Gentlemen,—I have the honour to submit my annual report as

lecturer at the Smith-field Intermediate Prison.

In my previous reports I have entered minutely into the details of

the system as carried out in this institution, and placed "before you its

results—results -which still continue to be cheering and gratifying.

I do not now purpose to dwell upon the workings and features of a

system the success of which is beyond all doubt and contradiction.

Therefore it only remains for me to glance at the system generally.

During the year 209 were admitted, and 193 were released. The
destinies of each and every one of the latter can be ascertained upon

reference to my visitation reports. In no year, from the commence-

ment of the system, has it been marked with such success as in the

year just passed.

The course of instruction pursued in the school department is simple

and peculiar, and acknowledged by competent educationists to be suit-

able and appropriate. My long and practical experience in superin-

tending the education of the toiling poor enabled me to strike out a course

to meet the requirements of the men of Lusk and Smithfield, which

course I have not thought necessary or expedient to alter since the

commencement.
My lectures continue to interest the men ;

and, judging from their

conduct in after life, I think I may say they have produced good fruit.

The many interesting incidents with whieh the history of Smithfield

for the last ten years is pregnant, and the hundreds of happy homes

and families that now owe their existence to the Intermediate system,

warrant me in saying that my lectures, simple as they were and are,

have found an enduring place in the heart of many a bad man now

good.

Although proper attention is paid to the usual elementary subjects,

such as reading, writing, arithmetic, &e., nevertheless I look upon the

system of lecturing as carried on in Smithfield, as perhaps the most

important feature in the Intermediate prison system. I do not
.

say

this because I am the lecturer, but I say it because I feel that judicious

lectures on suitable and appropriate subjects, and if delivered in

language simple and effectual, are calculated to do a very great amount

of good amongst men whose minds and hearts have for years been

darkened by prejudice, and vitiated by ignorance and crime. The old

man full of years and the boy verging into manhood evince assiduity

and attention to my discourses, and I think a great many of them

benefit by the instruction which these lectures impart. This instruc-

tion must not be estimated by any standard of ordinary school teaching,

it is an instruction peculiar in itself, and the knowledge springing from

it is more of life than of books. The glories of God’s works, His crea-

tive power, His providence, His protection, and His tolerance, are
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fieldand
Sp°ken of to *k®m - Their duties as members of society are pointed

Lusk out to them
> and t]ieJ are reasoned with in a common-sense way upon

Interme- the folly and the foolishness of their past criminal careers. In doin<*

Prisons
thi

.

s 1 ?Peak in language plain and simple but impressive. My first—.
* object is to reach the mind, my great object to arrive at the heart, and

Lecturer's thus to make them feel day by day that, even in this cold and callous
Mejjort.

-world, there are some who desire they should abandon their evil ways,
and are willing and happy to aid them to do so. In justice to the men
themselves I must observe, they leave the institution more enlightened
and more loyal than they were upon entering it.

Crime as a profession or as a means of living is diminishing in
Ireland. It is true pickpockets, burglars, receivers of stolen goods, and
petty thieves, are yet to be found amongst us, but not much in gangs

;

so that we may fairly say many sections of the criminal community
have been dissolved and their occupation proved to be too hazardous,
dangerous, and unproductive, and their detection and conviction
prompt, speedy, and sure. The stronghold of crime has been assailed
both by persuasion and force, and the influences of the attacking moral
powers seem to be rewarded by success.

During the past year a great and a good man has passed away, one
who took the deepest interest in the system, the late Earl of Carlisle,

whose patronage and encouragement stimulated both the officers and
men to co-operate in the success of Smithfield, and hence in the good
of mankind. We all mourned his loss, and the little lecture-room, by
its “ trappings of woe,” bore evidence of our grief. Peace be with the
late Earl of Carlisle.

Now that public opinion may be said to have pronounced its verdict
in favour of the Irish convict system, I may venture to say that if the
Intermediate prison system was not sound, safe, and wise in principle,
its results would not, after a severe test of ten years, have been so
gratifying and so enduring. The system and its workings are the
same as they were at the commencement. The library is still stocked
with books purchased out of the fund formed by the weekly contri-

butions of the men out of their gratuities
; and we meet as usual on

Sundays to talk over things and events in which we take a common
interest, as we should do. This is the way to individualize. Each
man in the spirit of good faith and confidence tells his own tale, and
whilst I listen to it I learn the why and the wherefore of his fall and
the natural dispositions and moral diseases of the man. From a de-

tailed and studied individualization of the men much good has resulted,
for the knowledge^! acquire of each within the confines of Smithfield
is of the utmost importance to me when I come to deal with him in

the world outside. Every man has his own sad history, and this

history the criminal reformer must know before he can minister with
effect to the moral wants and mental weakness of his patient.

In bringing this brief and imperfect report to a close I beg to accord
to Mr. Bradfield, Mr. Dwyer, and to every officer in Smithfield my
best and warmest thanks for their steady co-operation throughout the

year.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant,

James P. Obgan.
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LUSK PRISON.

PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT.

Smith-
field and
Lusk

Interme-
diate

Prisons.

Lusk Vicarage,

January 9th, 1865.

Gentlemen,—The harmony, order, and contentment -which have
characterized Lusk convict station in preceding years, have, I am happy
to state, been well sustained during that just closed.

The inmates under my religious care have been decorous and atten-

tive in public worship, tractable and glad to receive instruction in

private, and the majority of them resolved, not only to abandon the

evil practices which placed them under correction, but to lead hence-

forth a quiet and peaceable life in godliness and honesty.

The system pursued in this prison tends much to soften the feelings

and strengthen the disposition for good among those who are confined

in it; and I am persuaded that society is annuallyreaping the benefits

of an institution which so signally tempers punishment with kindness,

and encourages the penitent offender to look forward to a bright future

by the present experience of good example, wholesome instruction,

and considerate treatment.

Protestant

Chaplain's

Report.

I have the honour to remain, gentlemen, your obedient servant,

William Reeves, d.d., Vicar of Lusk.

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Roman
Catholic •

Lnsli, February 4th, 1865. Chaplain’s

Gentlemen,—

I

feel great pleasure in saying that my report for the

last year is equally satisfactory as it was on the preceding year.

The prisoners’ conduct is very edifying when they appear out ; and

they are obedient and much attached to the warders on account of

their kind conduct towards them.

The agriculture of the prison lands is progressing in an extraordinary

degree, as produce must show at a glance. The prisoners are healthy

and cheerful, and looking at them when at work, persons would imagine

that they had a self-interest in what they were doing.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant,

Au&ustine Costkjan, R. C. Chaplain.

To the Directors of Convict Prisons

in Ireland.

LECTURER'S REPORT. Lecturer's

Report.

Gentlemen,—A great man once said, “ He who labours on the soil

dreams not of evil doing.” This is true to a certain extent, but when
we find evil-doers engaged upon the soil and cheerfully entering upon

hard, continuous, useful labour, and at its close each day as cheerfully

embracing the opportunities afforded them for their mental culture,

and what is still more gratifying, find the great majority of these men
refrain from vice after their release, gladly face the most slavish work,

and patiently endure the privations occasionally arising from want of

E
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employment
; when we hear these facts in mind, and at the same time

remember the kind of men they hitherto had been, I think it is only jus-
tice to this institution and justice to its officers to say that the reformatory
system as carried out here has produced results jneveryway satisfactory,

results which have redounded to the benefit of mankind. And for the
absorption of these men amongst the toiling masses of the commu-
nity, there could be no plan devised better calculated to cherish and
foster the seeds of self-reliance and manly independent labour as that

adopted in this little agricultural colony.

It would be difficult to find ordinary labourers taking a greater

interest in the affairs of their employers than is evidenced by the men
located on the Lusk Farm. Indeed they appear to consider the land
they drain, subsoil, and till as an inheritance of their own. And when
extra labour is required of them to complete the engagements of the

day, they apply themselves to it without murmur or complaint.

Local public opinion is entirely in favour of tbe men and the insti-

tution, and the most experienced of the landholders of the surround-

ing vicinity admire the progress and prosperity of the farm. The
resident nobility and gentry of the district make frequent visits to the

little colony, and wish work and workers God speed.

The moral tone of the establishment is, to say the least, satisfactory,

and there is an entire absence of the slightest immorality in the con-

duct and conversations of the men ; a single instance of immodesty
lias never been known to occur amongst the prisoners located here,

although fifty men and upwards sleep under the same roof almost

every night in the year. It is only justice to the moral character and

religious teaching of the men to notice this highly commendable fact.

The course of instruction carried out at Lusk is identical with that

pursued in Smithfield, with one single exception, namely, exercises in

nautical terms, and instructions in duties aboard ship. In Smithfield

we have a fine model of a square-rigged ship, an object of tbe greatest

interest to the younger prisoners, and of signal advantage to all

having small gratuities upon discharge. I hope ere long a similar

model will be provided for the use and benefit of the prisoners here.

My lectures are listened to with much interest, and my visits looked

forward to with pleasurable anxiety. I enjoy the confidence of the

men who make known to me their hopes and fears, their past misfor-

tunes, and future intentions. Each man’s case must be attended to,

you must take an interest in everything he tells you, and his ignorant

expectations and earnest protestations you must silently listen to and

take them for what they are worth. In fine, you must look upon them

as beings requiring your special care if their future amendment be

sought for or desired. But you, gentlemen, know their amendment
and after well-being are to me and to every officerhere the end, aim, and

object of our labours.

To Mr. Gunning, Mr. Gallagher, and
.
Mr. Laly I accord my best

thanks ; and likewise to every officer of the institution for their kind

and cheerful co-operation at all times and under all circumstances;

and I here avail myself of this opportunity to express to them how
grateful I feel for their kindness to me upon those severe, dark, and

dreary nights of winter, when my official duties bring me amongst

them.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant,

James P. Organ.

The Directors of Convict Prisons, Castle.
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RELEASED CONVICTS, DUBLIN DISTRICT.

Report of the Inspector of Released Convicts in the Dublin District.

Gentleaien,

—

The supervision of released convicts is of universally
admitted importance, wanting -which the best devised convict system
must be imperfect. In no year than that just expired has the Dish
convict system been more successful, for when we remember the
numbers and the classes of the criminals at large in the metropolis
the cases of relapse which I had to bring under your notice were, com-
paratively speaking, insignificant.

The police authorities and the governors of the city and county gaols
will bear testimony to the satisfactory state of my district and the
efficiency of my supervision. Seldom indeed does a released convict
discharged from the intermediate prisons come under their official

jurisdiction. In these prisons the men receive a peculiar training to

fit them for an honest course in the world ; and when free, I extend to

them, as best I can, a helping hand, in giving them a fair start in the
honest labour market.
My bi-monthly visitation reports give the detailed particulars of each

released convict residing within my district, so that no man can pursue
a criminal course with impunity, for his detection is prompt and
certain, nor can any discharged prisoner enter the city or comity gaols

again without your knowledge.
The system of supervision earned out by me requires the greatest

amount of prudence and renders my position as Inspector at all times
delicate. The mere watching a released convict, when it is a legal

duty to do so, is, after all, of partial importance compared with the

advantages and benefit arising to society and to himself, when, he has
been induced to cease his vicious ways and take kindly to honest toil.

To afford him the opportunity' of once more entering upon an indus-

trious course, and to become absorbed amongst the working classes,

have ever appeared to me most essential elements in the success of

the intermediate prison system, and hence both have at all times

received my most serious attention.

But notwithstanding the best efforts to repress crime, there will still

be found unimpressible vitiated offenders, who set at defiance all

exertions made for then’ amendment. It is true their numbers are

small, but they are dangerous when we consider the results of their

influence and example. The pickpocket accompanies the shoplifter

;

the petty thief and itinerant rag-dealer are leagued with the receiver

of stolen goods
;
the brothel bully sustains, encourages, and promul-

gates prostitution and immorality amongst the young; the issuers of

base coin have their accomplices, amongst whom are to be found the

most drunken, dissipated, and demoralized characters, both male and
female.

With all these I am brought into contact night after night, and day
after day ; but even such criminals are beginning to see that their

sphere of action is becoming too narrow, and their detection too certain

to persevere. And they are also impressed with the belief that the

age of short sentences has passed away, and this in itself exerts a most
salutary- influence upon them. The certainty of prompt detection,

immediate identification, sure and speedy con-fiction, and long and

Released
Convicts,
Dublin

District.

Inspector's

Report.
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laborious imprisonment, cannot fail to bring about, in the course of five

years hence, most happy and desirable changes in the criminal com-
munity.

Dining the past year this country has had every reason to be grateful

to Providence for the great absence of crime in the city and county of

Dublin ; and I feel thankful to the prison and police authorities for

their kindness and courtesy upon all occasions, when the requirements

and incidents of my office caused me to require their assistance.

Between them and me I am happy to inform you, gentlemen, a spirit

of the kindest feeling exists. We are all working in a good cause, and
are united in our efforts for the common weal.

If we are to judge the tree by its fruit, I may venture to say we have

had fan reasons to be pleased with the results of supervision in die

city and county of Dublin for the past year. Results which patently

and forcibly prove the necessity and the wisdom of having a check of

surveillance upon every discharged prisoner, and the longer that check

continues the greater the protection it affords to society, and the more

salutary its effect upon the man.
Convicts released on licence from English prisons are beginning to

show themselves in the Dublin district, and on their arrival they are

immediately placed under my supervision, entered on a separate visita-

tion report and submitted to you, gentlemen, on the usual form, twice

in each month.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant,

The Directors of Convict Prisons,

Castle.

James P. Organ.
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APPENDIX. Appendix.

Return showing the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to the

Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years

1854, 1855, 1856, 1857, 1858, and 1859.

1854. !
1855.

— U
Sag.

TO £

M |g
I

5 5
«3

£ a
CO

&

i
a 1£

’a p

1

1

lit
1 a
OJ ft

* § S

oo §
•3 §>

s

O 2

fl|
a a

co
1

42"

ft

No. of Prisoners, . 2,290 339 55G 443 3,628 1,777 488 430 452 3,147

Average daily No.
of Sick, . 276 25 46 21 368 203 36 65 17 321

No. of Deaths, 241 6
:

33 9 289 101 8 31 9 149

Per-centago on pri-

son population, . 10*5 1*8 5-9
1

2 • 8 * 5-7 1-6 7-2 2 * 4-7

1856. 1857.

1 i
!*•§

n ft

*4 e s

lill
1
a

i

M'S

|
a 'a

cn

1
«

s
|

|

I
£

1 1

I
s
!

TO ft

Hr
SIS
l“1

1

3

s S s

J
g
a 1h

No. of Prisoners, . ' 1,615 613 199 421 2,852 1,329 686 70 357 2,442

Average daily No.
of Sick, . 101 42

|

35 16 194 67 37 6 16 126

No. of Deaths, 35 n 5 3 54 34 6 2 3 45

Per-centage on pri-

son population, . 2*1 1-8 2-5 *7 1-9 2*6 •9 2-9 •8 1*8

1358. 1859.

—
1 f
Sit
a *a
St s

j!
5 2 3

a
14

to

.o .

a -a

S
s I

£

V a

J 1

11°.
t |

&o

§ a
a *
CO I

1

c>

CO

§
ft

No. of Prisoners, . 1,003 593 97 320 2,013 837 464 99
j

293 1,693

Average daily No.
of Sick, . 41 41 4 12 98 32 14 3 13 62

No. of Deaths, 16 12 2 3 33 11 3 - 1 15

Per-centage on pri-

son population, 1*6 2 * 3-6 0-9 1-6 1-3 0-6 - 0-3 0-9

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



70 Appendix to Eleventh Annual Report of the Directors, $c.

Appendix. Return shovraig the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to the

Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years

1860, 1861, 1862, 1863, and 1864.

I860. 1861.

—

—

y
& jpto pH

t- .

_0 d

11
a’Sj a P

©©

1

1 1
oSs
t 1VX Cn

1

1

%£

!•§
W rt

»
•-C

1 d

u
s 1

H

No. of Prisoners, . 783 423 105 251 1,562 676 394 94 205 1,369

Average daily No.
of Sick, . 22 17 4 11 54 15 20 4 11 50

No. of Deaths, . 3 1] - 1 15 1 6 1 3 11

Per-centage on pri-

son population, .
•3 2*6 - *4 •96 •1 1-5 11 1-5 80

1862. 1863.

"

—

Spike

Island

and
Philipstown*

t* .o o

S§
S*

%4
'

5*3

IsM rt

£ 1

f-i
g

3

•d

1
-S

sif*

x .

O o

§ a
ll

11W ri P |
£

No. of Prisoners, . 708 416 79 316 1,519 783 460 75 j
W|

Average daily No.
of Sick, . 14 27 4 17 62 9 26 4 I

No. of Deaths, 8 10 - 5 23m 4 -
Per-centage on pri-

son population, . 1-1 2-4 - 1*5 1*5 1*2 •8 - 1*3 H

1864.
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Island.

Mountjoy
Female.

Smithfield

and Lusk.
Mountjoy
Male.

Total, 1864.

No. of Prisoners, 918 499 99 290 1,806

Average daily No. of Sick, »
,

8 30 8 16 62

No. of Deaths, , . , 7 13 2 10 32

Per-centage on prison population, •7 2-6 2-0 3-4 1*7

* Philipstown Prison ma closed on tbe 31st March, 1863.
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